


E 
é 





Take MUNI to the show! SFMTA.com/Muni 


(sma 


— 
ole 
ns 
= 
<— 
— 
uu 
—_ 
< 
faa) 
Cc 
= 
ar 


mn MM SEM’ ®& 





2 ° THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 ®* SFWEEKLY.COM 















\ 
Gi INCLUDES 90 DAY 
BUY-BACK PROGRAM!* 


Panasonic 
LUMIX SIH LAUNCH SALES! 
Thursday, October 9 | 10am - 5pm ae meee *UP TO 80% STORE CREDIT ON NEXT PURCHASE. SEE STORES FOR DETAILS 


BUY ANY INTERCHANGEABLE LENS CAMERA AND GET A FREE LENS RENTAL! sce stores For vetais 






Nikon . 


At the heart of the image» 





EOS 5: MARK IV BODY 
EOS M50 


WITH 15-45MM LENS POWERSHOT 
G7 X MARK III =e 


INSTANT REBATE 


| Ax 
Pleioentudieiesingntl= 
$799 - $150 INSTANT REBATE $3699 'NO1 
















Nikon . 


At the heart of the image» 


W/A 6 BODY 










$1996.95 - $200 
INSTANT REBATE 





At the heart of the (mage » 


D398O0 


WITH 18-55MM LENS 











$2396°° Doig 


EOS 90 


WITH 18-55MM LENS 










ADD THE FTZ MOUNT ADAPTER FOR FREE! AFTER 
$249.95 INSTANT REBATE WITH Z6 PURCHASE 


Nikon Authorized Dealer @ ALL NIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA LIMITED 
WARRANTY. AUTHORIZED NIKON DEALER, NIKON USA INC. 
mei i i i i i i i ee Cl Cl $496.95 - $100 INSTANT REBATE 





< 


ARK Il 
ODY 


Sony 
Authorized 
DY=F-1(=1 4 


AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT! 















$1599 - $100 
INSTANT REBATE 








- Panasonic 
Panasonic LUMIX DMc-zsio0 SONY &7R IV EO0S-1 Di kK" 
LUMIX DC-S1H BODY (aa)  MIRRORLESS CAMERA BODY 

aa i $2399°° NO TAX! 
























*SEE STORES 
$697.99 - $250 INSTANT REBATE FOR AVAILABILITY 





$5999 - $500 INSTANT REBATE i a a a a 
g SAMY’S MAIL ORDER: 

S alin N € amera ¢: 10] 0) 4 Br 04 -) Trade in your old equipment for store credit 

CORPORATE SALES: CALL TO VERIFY PRODUCT ELIGIBILITY 


SAMYS.COM (866) 726-9463 (415) 621-8400 





(415) 621-8400 | 1090 BRYANT STREET 
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8AM - 6PM | SATURDAY: 9:30AM - 6PM | SUNDAY: CLOSED 









PRICES GOOD THROUGH OCTOBER 9, 2019 EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. Not responsible for typographical errors. Limited to stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no holds. Prices subject to change without notice. Colors of some 
cameras vary by location. Samy’s pays Sales Tax on select items. Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refurbished purchases are excluded from the “No Sales Tax” Promotion. 






SFWEEKLY.COM *® THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 3 








DOLAN 
LAW FIRM 


Whistleblower 


—_ 





Personal Injury Elder Abuse Employee Rights Civil Rights 


THANK YOU 

SF WEEKLY READERS 
FOR RECOGNIZING 
CHRIS DOLAN 

BEST INJURY LAWYER 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 
FOR FIVE YEARS IN A ROW! 





Best Lawyers 


BEST 
LAW FIRMS 


| AS i laws 


Nelsaitlssiy 2018 


CALIFORNIA 


TOP 100 


And by the way, others agree with you. 

















LIST 


CHRISTOPHER 8B. DOLAN 


RATED BY 


Super Lawyers 





Best Lawyers 


Best Law Firm 
Best Injury Attorney 





CHRIS DOLAN Founder & Chief Legal Counsel, Dolan Law Firm PC 


TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR San Francisco Trial Lawyers Association 
TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR Consumer Attorneys of California 

TOP 100 LAWYERS IN CALIFORNIA Daily Journal 

4 CALIFORNIA SUPER LAWYERS TOP 100 
CALIFORNIA LAWYER OF THE YEAR 


THE BEST LAWYERS WE HOPE YOU'LL NEVER NEED® 


sf 415.421.2800 oak 510.898.2700 marin 415.504.6607 DOLANLAWFIRM.COM 


4 * THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 © SFWEEKLY.COM 


SFWEEKLY 


EDITORIAL 


EDITOR 

Richard Procter * rprocter@sfweekly.com 

ART DIRECTOR 

Sophia Valdes - svaldes@sfweekly.com 
STAFF WRITER 

Ida Mojadad + imojadad@sfweekly.com 
STAFF WRITER 

Grace Li + gli@sfweekly.com 

CONTRIBUTORS Elle Carroll, Tim Casagrande, 
Sherilyn Connelly, Jonathan Curiel, Jeffrey 
Edalatpour, Stephen Jackson, Joe Kukura, 
Jessica Lipsky, Alec MacDonald, Quentin Quick, 
Will Reisman, Zack Ruskin, Dan Savage, Beth 
Winegarner, Ali Wunderman 

PHOTOGRAPHY Christopher Victorio, 
Geoffrey Smith Il, Senny Mau 


PRODUCTION 





GRAPHIC DESIGNERS 
Andy Yung, Dina Kuhar 


The San Francisco Media Co. 





PRESIDENT Dennis Francis 
PUBLISHER Jay Curran 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Deborah Petersen 


VICE PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS 
Aaron Barbero 


SF WEEKLY ADDRESS: 
835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103 


GENERAL INFORMATION: 415-359-2600 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING: 415-359-2610 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 415-359-2686 
EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING: 415-359-2686 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING: 415-359-2610 

ONLINE ADVERTISING: advertise@sfmediaco.com 


LEGAL ADVERTISING: 415-314-1835 
Sflegals@sfmediaco.com 


CIRCULATION: 866-/33-/323 


TO SUBMIT A STORY IDEA: 
415-536-8196, newstips@sfweekly.com 


COMMERCIAL PRINTING 





EVP OF COMMERICIAL PRINTING 
David Ceccarelli,415-359-2860, davidc@sfmediaco.com 
DISTRIBUTION 





SF Weekly is available free of charge in the 

Bay Area, limited to one copy per reader. 

SF Weekly may be distributed only by authorized 
independent contractors or distributors. No 
person may, without prior written permission of 
SF Weekly, take more than one copy of each Issue. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 





Domestic subscriptions are $60 

for six months or $115 for 12 months. Mail to: 
Subscriptions/SF Weekly, 835 Market Street, 
Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 





V 


VERIFIED 


The SF Weekly is published Thursdays by 
San Francisco Media Co. SF Weekly is located at 
835 Market St. Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


VOL. 68 | NO. 39 
OCTOBER 3, 2019 


LET IT FLOW 





Snoop Dogg among speakers at 


cannabis for change event. 
By Zack Ruskin 
PAGE 8 


HOT RECKONING 


‘Hot Mikado’ seeks to overcome 


its troubled history. 
By Grace Li 
PAGE 20 


5 NEWS 

Chem Tales « .osé.cdeesbasewedur 
10 COVER STORY 

14 THE CALENDAR 

EVGNE LISUIMOSiws «ices saceeu cee 
20 ARTS & CULTURE 

Film REVIEWS ......... 0.0 e ee eee 
23 EAT 

PROSIN R@US ¢ ite 20 cde sa caanncda 
sie ee ee ee ee eee ee 
27 MUSIC 

CSUN S: vane geer eater sa seoueces 
ICON WW Stencnswiee 264-6 4emeeaceed 
33 CLASSIFIED 

Savage LOVE ....... eee eee ee 


Cover Design by Sophia Valdes 


— . ea 
Mi 
3 
_* 


>4>)e)-1a\ 


. _ wal 
a 
i 


| 
— 


. a 
7 J 
ae 
: 
~—* 4 , 
‘a | | be 
Py 
3 y 7) | & 
<a — | 
| wit 
i, ‘ ly 
. 7 “a * 
ee . “- ‘- is, 
Ta 4 gg 
7 pt 4 7 ‘ : 
a ‘ dl 1 
— ie ’ } » 
nn “ 
. 
: _ er 


~ THE AMAZON AN 


Fen F.. 





ae. 


« = 


Del Miameyaxelenvan 
i %s : 


i 


é 
f 


J 


Po a 


> 


Touch starfish, sea urchins, 
laremaalelac 


CALIFORNIA 
ACADEMY OF 


Explore the richness of the California Coast at the world’s 
SCIENCES 


(o)a) \var=Xe [Oral lance lt-lalsit-lalelaate-llaice)astitalhularcamanlei-l0]a0k 
'=>40) Co) c= =>.40) F- Ila bar-laloms)0i1e-] 1am Mii 


Buy ahead and save at calacademy.org 


SFWEEKLY.COM *® THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 5 





EWS \PUSHINGTHERENTUMTS 


Despite Legislative Fix, Rent Increase 
Loopholes Persist 





+ = 
ee 





i a ag pres” 
ee. be 
eae Pa 
crys ang 

E wars"! na 


chi 


: vt | a 
saa LN f 
tf a oe 
Y ’ "2 


By Ida Mojadad 


Backed by the Board of Supervi- 
sors, tenant advocates are pushing for a 
rent control loophole to be fully closed 
— one meant for individual landlords 
but which only corporate landlords are 
taking advantage of. 

Previously, property owners could 
legally substantially raise rents in 
rent-controlled housing through 
“operational and maintenance pass- 
throughs,” known as O&M’, to offset 
debt and property taxes. In closing 
the loophole in June 2018, the Board 
of Supervisors included a provision 
meant to protect mom and pop 
landlords who may have bought the 
property before the legislation was 
introduced with the expectation that 
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they could impose O&M increases to 
recoup costs. 

But none of 31 units encompass- 
ing more than 400 tenants that have 
successfully increased rent using this 
“reasonable reliance” argument are 
owned by small landlords, according to 
data presented by Rent Board Commis- 
sioner Reese Isbell in September. There 
are another 57 units with pending 
requests for O&M increases, though 
Rent Board Executive Director Robert 
Collins says it’s not yet known if they'll 
invoke the same argument. 

“It’s not something, at the Rent 
Board, that the tenants are winning,” 
says Isbell, who is an alternate voting 
member for tenants. “Reasonable reli- 
ance’ was written around the concept 
of mom and pop reasonably relying on 
this income to make ends meet. Since 
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then it’s been all these larger corpora- 
tions saying we need this money and 
using the reliance concept of higher 
rate of return versus actually really 
needing it.” 

Veritas Investments accounts for 
12 settled cases in which it invoked 
“reasonable reliance.” By the Housing 
Rights Committee of San Francisco's 
count, 24 of both settled and pending 
cases in 2019 alone involve Veritas or 
GreenTree, its property management 
operator. More than 8,000 people live 
in its more than 200 rent-controlled 
buildings , the company says. 

In response to public pressure from 
tenant advocates, Veritas launched a 
waiver program this past month agree- 
ing to forgo increases related to O&Ms, 
capital improvements, and voter-ap- 
proved bond pass-throughs for tenants 


facing certain hardships. They prom- 
ised to immediately grant the waiver 
and verify it later, including through 
the Rent Board, though it was unclear 
what hardships would qualify. 

“As the largest operator in San 
Francisco, we understand our respon- 
sibility to our residents and commu- 
nities. Veritas is committed to the 
well-being of our residents and espe- 
cially to those who are most vulnerable 
in this tight housing market,” said Ver- 
itas CEO Yat-Pang Au. “We recognize 
the potential impact these expenses 
might have on residents and we will 
continue to find ways to help residents 
who need additional support and pre- 
serve affordability in San Francisco.” 

But tenant advocates like the Hous- 
ing Rights Committee aren't stopping 
until all the passthroughs — limited to 
seven percent, more than double the 
current 2.6 percent annual allowable 
increase for rent-controlled units — 
are dropped. 

“The simplest solution is to drop 
the rent hikes but they’re avoiding 
that,” says Brad Hirn, lead community 
organizer with the Housing Rights 
Committee. “Veritas does not need 
these rent increases to make a fair rate 
of return.” 

Veritas disagrees, arguing that the 
nearly century-old buildings it owns 
require significant construction work, 
much of it mandated by local or state 
law to meet standards on seismic ret- 
rofits, heating systems, roofing, elec- 
trical upgrades, and other repairs. 

“As you may know, it takes a tre- 
mendous amount of effort and invest- 
ment to restore these buildings,” says 
Veritas spokesperson Juliana Bunim. 
“Managing something as meaningful 
and important as someone’s home 
is — and should be — a sensitive 
matter.” 

Still, the Board of Supervisors is 
stepping in again, and unanimously 
approved a resolution on Tuesday that 
calls for the Rent Board to clarify its 
guidelines on “reasonable reliance.” 
The Rent Board will take up the matter 
at its Oct. 8 meeting but it’s not yet 
clear exactly what changes, if any, will 
be voted on. 


“My constituents are currently 
facing hardship, uncertainty and dis- 





placement. This is unacceptable,” said 
Supervisor Vallie Brown, who put for- 
ward the resolution with Supervisors 
Aaron Peskin and Sandra Lee Fewer. 
“Too many people are struggling in 
today’s rental market. We want to en- 
sure that tenants in San Francisco can 
count on more than corporate benevo- 
lence to keep a roof over their heads.” 

Brown also called for a hearing on 
the matter, complete with a report 
from the Budget and Legislative 
Analyst, that is expected in the next 
few weeks. Hirn says that with all the 
wheels in motion, there should be a 
moratorium on O&Ms until the activi- 
ty is settled. 

For Veritas tenant Patrick Shannon, 
the potential changes come at a crucial 
time. Since Veritas took over his North 
Beach building in 2017, the rent for he 
an his wife, Katherine, has increased 
from $1,600 to about $2,100. Further 
O&M increases for his home of 16 
years came before the Rent Board last 
week but remain pending and would be 
retroactive. (Veritas said the household 
underpaid their rent even with previ- 
ous owners but Shannon said those 
problems started when he was told to 
sign up for an automatic payment sys- 
tem through his bank.) 

“They're going to hit us really hard 
with that,” Shannon says of the pend- 
ing increase. “We have to weigh how 
much fighting I can continue to be in- 
volved in and not hurt Kathy with the 
stress and worry.” 

Through the pinch of the increases, 
Shannon participated in a march held 
by tenant advocates last Tuesday and 
signed his name on a letter delivered 
to Au on Friday. But that’s starting to 
have limits for the retired 69-year-old 
and 68-year-old Katherine, who are 
worried about how to afford anywhere 
else. 

“We've lived our life here in San 
Francisco. We’re San Francisco people,” 
says Shannon. “We lose something if 
we move away — | think San Francisco 
loses something, too.” 
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Would Declaring a State of Emergency 





Solve Calitornia’s Homeless Crisis? 


Los Angeles area leaders want Gov. Newsom to issue one to free up state and federal money. 


a 


By Gale Holland 


Los Angeles Times 


Facing a deepening quagmire 
over homeless encampments, Los Ange- 
les elected officials are increasingly look- 
ing to sweeping statewide initiatives to 
shake loose solutions. 

The latest proposal from Los An- 
geles County Supervisor Mark Rid- 
ley-Thomas and City Councilman Joe 
Buscaino would have the governor 
declare a state of emergency on home- 
lessness in California. 

Supporters view such a declaration 
as a novel strategy to free up state and 
federal funding typically reserved for 
natural disasters, such as earthquakes 
or wildfires, and to suspend or stream- 
line the regulatory hurdles that often 


™ — . = ——- | 
eS ee F =o ea a 





Courtesy photo 


slow down shelter and housing devel- 
opment. 

It also could block NIMBY oppo- 
nents from using environmental re- 
views to sue and delay or block home- 
less facilities from opening. 

But some question whether an 
emergency declaration would be mere- 
ly symbolic, given President Donald 
Trump’s rejections of more federal 
funding and Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
commitment of $1 billion for local 
homeless programs and support for 
more regulatory relief. 

Last week, Newsom signed a pack- 
age of legislation that, among other 
things, exempts from environmental 
review supportive housing and shelter 
projects in the city of L.A. that receive 
funding from certain public sources, 
including the $1.2 billion Proposition 
HHH housing bond that voters ap- 
proved in 2016. 


Another new law allows cities in 
Alameda and Orange counties, in 
addition to the city of San Jose, to 
declare a shelter crisis so those local 
governments can eventually bypass 
some planning and zoning regulations 
to expedite construction. 

“The governor should not sign a 
declaration of emergency until the 
proponents identify the specific laws 
and regulations they want to get 
around, and the resources they believe 
the declaration would free up,” says 
Gary Blasi, a retired law professor who 
specializes in homelessness issues. 
“The state statutes regarding emergen- 
cies were not designed to respond to 
long-standing political, leadership, and 
moral disasters.” 

Newsom has not taken a stand 
on the current request for a state of 
emergency declaration. Alex Comisar, 
spokesman for Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, says it is “a choice for the gov- 
ernor to make.” 

“There are more questions that need 
to be worked through before he could 
support something like that,” Newsom 
spokesman Nathan Click says. 

In 2015, City Council members and 
Garcetti announced that they would 
declare an emergency locally, but then 
dropped the idea as the mayor sought 
a statewide declaration from then-Gov. 
Jerry Brown, who turned him down. 

Then in 2018, Los Angeles declared 
a shelter crisis, which, along with a leg- 
islative change, triggered streamlining 
of red tape around developing emer- 
gency beds on public land. 

Many in L.A. have been frustrated 
by the sluggish pace of construction of 
new shelters and housing for the esti- 
mated 44,000 residents in the county, 
including 27,000 in the city, who live 
outdoors in tents, cars, or lean-tos, as 
opposed to shelters or other tempo- 
rary housing. 

Only 477 emergency shelter beds 
have been added in the last two years 
for households without children, 
which form the bulk of the homeless 
population, according to an inventory 
released in September. 

Buscaino says he has grown partic- 
ularly frustrated that even temporary 
tent shelters on public land have 
become bogged down in approval pro- 
cesses. 


“We're stopping for every red light, 
instead of treating this like an emer- 
gency, Buscaino says. 

Before a meeting Friday of the 
governor's task force on homelessness, 
headed by Ridley-Thomas and Sacra- 
mento Mayor Darrell Steinberg, New- 
som, in a letter, asked members to pri- 
oritize getting people off the streets. 

He underscored that local com- 
munities must “fully enforce” public 
safety and health laws, touching on 
the controversial issue of sanitation 
sweeps of encampments and other 
police enforcement. He also asked the 
task force for proposals to break down 
barriers to building housing and to get 
more homeless people into treatment. 

Steinberg and Ridley-Thomas are 
championing a legal right to shelter for 
California, which would require local 
governments to provide a bed to every 
homeless person who wants to move 
indoors. Steinberg also wants to re- 
quire homeless people to accept shelter 
if offered, although how that would be 
enforced is a question mark. 

Separately, local governments — 
including the city and county of L.A. 
— and business groups also are peti- 
tioning the U.S. Supreme Court to hear 
a challenge to a federal appeals court 
ruling out of Boise, Idaho, that has 
stopped authorities in Western states 
from arresting homeless people for 
sleeping in public when shelter space is 
unavailable. 

“We have a tacit public policy it’s 
okay to live outdoors,” Steinberg says. 
“Tam strongly pushing for a clear pub- 
lic policy that says as a matter of right 
people should be living under a roof.” 

Newsom has said he is not ready to 
endorse a legal right to shelter. 

“What the governor has said is it’s 
urgent, let’s get started,” Ridley-Thom- 
as says. I don’t think anything is 
dead.” 

Before the meeting in Los Angeles 
County’s Willowbrook section on 
Friday, Ridley-Thomas and Steinberg 
insisted they were not backing off. But 
Steinberg repeatedly emphasized that 
he preferred that people be placed in 
permanent housing, not a vast shelter 
system, which critics say could blow 
the state’s budget without ending 
homelessness. 

“The hard reality is that the gov- 


ernor has already done most of what 
would be done if a state of emergency 
was to be called,” says Philip Mangano, 
the former federal homelessness czar 
in the George W. Bush and Obama 
administrations and a member of the 
governor's task force. “The governor 

is the homelessness czar in California, 
and the task force’s job is to give him 
big ideas to make a difference.” 

Homelessness emergency declara- 
tions in other parts of the U.S. havea 
mixed record. Hawaii has issued multi- 
ple declarations, the last one in 2018, 
that have allowed the state to suspend 
permitting and site restrictions, shav- 
ing one to two years off shelter and 
housing projects, says Scott Morishige, 
the governor’s coordinator on home- 
lessness. 

State homeless numbers overall 
dropped last year, but the number of 
unsheltered people on Oahu rose 12 
percent. An emergency declaration “is 
not a silver bullet by any means,” Mor- 
ishige says. 

In Oregon, Portland and the sur- 
rounding Multnomah County used an 
emergency declaration to relax occu- 
pancy rules and zoning for homeless 
projects. 

“Shelters were set up in weeks in- 
stead of months or longer,” says Denis 
Theriault, spokesman for the office of 
homeless services for Portland and the 
county. 

Theriault says the local home- 
lessness budget also doubled, to $70 
million over five years. In January, 
Multnomah County’s homeless count 
showed a decline of 4 percent from 
2014, but the number of people living 
in tents or cars and under bridges was 
up 22 percent from the year before. 

In California, Steinberg said, what 
is most important is stating a clear 
public policy that it is not okay for tens 
of thousands of people to be living 
outdoors. 

“Everybody has a right to live un- 
der a roof — preferably in permanent 
housing, if necessary in navigation 
centers,” he says. “It starts with that 
acknowledgment.” 
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Flow Kana 
Institute Hosts 
Cannabis as 

a Catalyst 

for Change 
Conference 


The inaugural TED talk-style 
“Flow Talks” featured Snoop 
Dogg, Dave Bronner, and more. 


Flow Kana is a name likely fa- 
miliar to many Northern California can- 
nabis consumers. Started in 2015 by 
Michael Steinmetz, the company bills it- 
self as a “California-based, small batch 
cannabis brand powered by craft farm- 
ers.” Steinmetz has made it their mis- 
sion to serve as an umbrella organization 
that unites smaller pot farmers to give 
them the platform and the power to 
compete with Big Ag. 

On Sept. 23, Flow Kana hosted a 
small selection of reporters,investors, 
brand representatives, and farmers at 


the brand’s home base in Ukiah for its 
first-ever Cannabis as a Catalyst for 
Change event. 

If you really want people to pay at- 
tention, take away their smartphones. 
Better yet — have them go somewhere 
without service. This may not have 
been the primary objective of the 
conference but the remote location 
certainly played a noticeable role in 
conjuring an atmosphere of respect 
and focus. 

Construction is still underway, but 
progress is on track to develop what 
they’ve named the Flow Kana Institute. 
Its purpose? To provide “a centralized 
location for independent cannabis farm- 
ers to test, dry, cure, trim, process, pack- 
age, manufacture, and distribute farm 
products cost effectively, and at massive 
scale.” 

There are a lot of big claims being 
made in cannabis today, both in terms 
of brands’ intent and commitment to 
restorative justice initiatives and best 
practices. Flow Kana appears to be walk- 
ing their talk. Local farmers 
who have partnered with the 
company consistently praised 
them (check back next week 
for a profile on Cyril Guthridge, 
founder of nearby Water Dog 
Herb Farm), and the caliber of 
speakers who agreed to attend 
also lent the event some serious 
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credibility. 

Set against a backdrop of the splen- 
dor of Ukiah — as well as an impressive 
stage decoration made from reclaimed 
wood sourced from the property — Flow 
Kana’s “Flow Talks” featured the likes of 
Dr. Bronner’s CEO Dave Bronner, Black 
Lives Matter co-founder Opal Tometi, 
and rapper/entrepreneur Snoop Dogg. 
Formatted as 20-minute talks and pan- 
els, the speakers each approached the 
concept of how cannabis can serve as a 
catalyst for change in a myriad of ways. 

New York Times bestselling author 
Steven Kotler used his time to discuss 
the fascinating concept of the “flow 
state” — essentially an optimal state 
of consciousness often achieved during 
exercise, meditation, and creative pur- 
suits. He recalled seeing a group of skiers 
huddled together, ingesting cannabis, 
before taking on a seriously challenging 
run and questioning their logic. Con- 
fused, the group told him how cannabis 
helped them perform better on the 
slopes. Many years later, he’s now 
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convinced that what’s known colloquially 
as a “hippie speed ball” (essentially a mix 
of cannabis, caffeine, and exercise) is a 
gateway to tapping into our ultimate 
potential. 

Dave Bronner drew thunderous ap- 
plause as he related the story of how he 
took over the soap company previously 
run by his grandfather and father. Bron- 
ner recently launched an (unaffiliated) 
cannabis company, Brother David's, but 
he spent his allotted time at Flow Talks 
sharing some achievements for the Dr. 
Bronner’s brand. One was a commitment 
he made early on to a pay structure that 
ensures the highest-paid employee never 
makes more than five times the lowest- 
paid employee. He also shared his expe- 
rience of tracing his coconut oil supply 
chain to its source in Sri Lanka and mak- 
ing the effort to establish sustainable, 
living- wage conditions for the workers 
who are supplying one of his company’s 
most crucial ingredients. 

Arguably the most fascinating ele- 
ment of Bronner’s talk focused on his 
interest in regulating psychedelics like 
psilocybin and making prescriptions 
affordable and available to all. He noted 
that his company had recently donated 
$150,000 to an Oregon initiative to le- 
galize the substance (best known as the 
active ingredient in magic mushrooms), 
and based on Bronner’s remarks at Flow 
Talks, it doesn’t sound like his support 
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and advocacy will end there. 

Naturally, any conversation about can- 
nabis is incomplete without delving deep 
into the issue of restorative justice. 

Fortunately, Flow Talks featured both 
Black Lives Matter co-founder Opal Tometi 
and Karim Webb, creator of 4th MVMT — 
an organization focused on empowering in- 
dividuals to succeed in L.A’s cannabis social 
equity program. Both speakers touched on 
the extremely real fact that while a hundred 
folks sat in the gorgeous sunshine of Ukiah, 
countless individuals remain incarcerated 
for doing precisely what is now making a 
new generation of (mostly white and afflu- 
ent) people extremely rich. 

When the event concluded with a sur- 
prise appearance from Snopp Dogg — an 
early advocate, legendary artist, and owner 
of Leafs by Snoop — he focused on the 
subject as well. 

At one point, the rapper interrupted a 
question posed by Steimetz about Snoop's 
global travels and advocacy for cannabis. 

“,.and all the times I went to jail too,” he 
said. “Don’t forget to mention that.” 

Later, he echoed the words of Tometi 
and Webb in noting that true cannabis 
reform involves emptying prisons and ex- 
punging records for all who have previously 
been punished for cannabis offenses that 
are today entirely legal. 

“If we're going to do it right,’ he told the 
crowd, “let’s do it all the way right.” 
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Identifying 
liability in 
an officer- 
involved 
accident 


By Christopher B. Dolan 


This week’s column focuses on a 
recent incident about which we have re- 
ceived a number of inquiries. On Sept. 
18, a Redwood City police officer en 
route to a reported crime scene lost 
control of his patrol vehicle and struck 
a pedestrian standing in the median of 
El Camino Real, as well as two other 
cars approaching from the opposite di- 
rection. The pedestrian was hospital- 
ized with critical injuries. Readers have 
reached out wondering who bears re- 
sponsibility when an officer-involved 
accident results in serious injury. 


In general, the California Vehicle 
Code (CVC) regulations apply to 


all drivers, whether or not they are 
acting in a law enforcement or other 
public capacity. However, an excep- 
tion provided in CVC Section 21055 
applies when an authorized emergen- 
cy vehicle is either: (1) responding 

to an emergency call or fire alarm; 

(2) engaged in rescue operations; or 
(3) in immediate pursuit of an actual 
or suspected violator of the law. In 
any of these situations, emergency 
vehicle drivers are required to warn 
the public with red lights visible from 
the front of their vehicles and, when 
reasonably necessary, activation of 
sirens. This exception is designed to 
ensure emergency vehicles a clear and 
speedy pathway when the risks to the 
public from an emergency outweigh 
the risks to the public from the emer- 
gency vehicle’s haste. 


Municipalities may also establish 
“general orders” governing local 
practices for handling emergency 
vehicle responses in line with CVC 
requirements. For instance, Redwood 
City Police Department’s General 
Order 316.4 further requires officers 
to “reduce speed at all street intersec- 
tions to such a degree that they shall 
have complete control of the vehicle” 
and to “elect to respond to the call 
without the use of red lights and 
siren at the legal speed limit” where 
the officer judges that violating traffic 
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laws would present an unreasonable 
risk given present road and traffic 
conditions. 


When an officer is sued for per- 
sonal injuries or property damage 
resulting from a vehicular accident, 
CVC Section 21055 may be raised 
as an affirmative defense, meaning 
an officer may avoid liability if they 
can prove every element of the ex- 
ception. Such a legal determination 
depends heavily on the facts of a 
particular case. However, the defense 
will generally not apply if the officer: 
(1) neither received information to 
justify an emergency response nor 
reasonably determined from observa- 
tion that such a response was neces- 
sary; (2) failed to warn the public by 
illuminating a red light visible from 
the front of their vehicle and, if rea- 
sonably necessary, activating a siren; 
(3) failed to drive with due regard for 
public safety given the extraordinary 
circumstances; or (4) exercised their 
emergency privileges “arbitrarily,” 
which courts have interpreted to 
mean acting either with knowledge 
that serious injury will probably re- 
sult or with wanton or reckless disre- 
gard of the possible consequences. 


In the case of the Sept. 18 crash, 
it appears that the officer was dis- 
patched pursuant to a legitimate 


emergency, namely reports of a home 
invasion. However, the affirmative 
defense still may not apply if a court 
finds any of the other three condi- 
tions to exist. For example, it is not 
clear from available video footage 
whether the officer’s vehicle was 
operating the minimum required 
forward facing red light, or siren if 
conditions are found to warrant one. 
It is also unclear why the officer lost 
control of the vehicle and, given such 
a result, whether he would be found 
to have been driving with due regard 
for public safety. The narrative initial- 
ly offered by the Redwood City Police 
Department relies on a finding of 
wet, slippery road conditions. Howev- 
er, as stated above, the Department’s 
own General Order requires officers 
to use sound judgment, including 
taking road conditions into account, 
when considering their manner of 
response to an emergency. The De- 
partment has turned investigation 

of the accident over to the California 
Highway Patrol. 


Employers are generally liable for 
the negligence of employees acting 
within the “scope and course’ of their 
employment. Therefore, if the officer 
is found to have acted negligently, 
the city of Redwood City can be held 
responsible for any injuries caused 
and forced to pay for legal damages. 


However, if a court finds the officer to 
have acted with knowledge or wanton 
and reckless disregard that serious 
injury will probably result, this level 
of culpability may be found to be 
outside the “scope and course” of his 
employment, relieving the city of em- 
ployer liability. 


The city may also be found liable 
for the legal damages involved in 
this accident if it is found to have 
resulted from a vehicle defect anda 
court finds the Department failed to 
properly maintain, inspect, or repair 
the patrol car. If the car is found to 
have been defective upon purchase, 
the manufacturer and dealer may also 
bear responsibility under a products 
liability theory. 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of 
the Dolan Law Firm, P.C. Email 
questions and topics for future 
articles to help@dolanlawfirm.com. 


We serve clients across the San 
Francisco Bay Area and California 
from our offices in San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles. Our 
workis no recovery, no fee or also 
referred to as contingency-based. 
That means we collect no fee unless 
we obtain money for your damages 
and injuries. 
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Mozzarella Balls 
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Gourmet Kimchi 
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Locally Made Favorites 


Home Made 


Berkeley 
Thick or Thin 12 oz. 


$5.99 


Granola 


San Rafael 
All Varieties 12 oz. 


ORGANI 


ede] $6.99 
CALIFORNIA & SPRUCE ST. 
STORE HOURS: Mon-Sat: 7am-8pm, Sun: 8:30am-6:30pm 


415-751-3516 


Tortilla Chips 


m the Fields 





Three Trees Organic 


Almond Milk 


San Mateo 
28 OZ. 


$5.99 


= Bariani Extra Virgin 





Olive Oil 


Zamora 
500 ml. 


$11.99 





Cal-Mart supports our local schools through our script system. For more information, please call 221-1818. Prices valid through sale month. 
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Can San Francisco Finally Close its Digital 


One out of every eight San Francisco residents still doesn't have an internet connection at home. Here’s how public officials and private com- 





By Alisha Green 


There’s a big disconnect in the 
country’s tech capital. 

In the same city where companies 
like Twitter, Uber, and Airbnb have 
grown into global tech giants, more 
than 100,000 San Franciscans — or 
about one out of every eight — lack 
high-speed internet access at home. 

In 2015, then-President Barack 
Obama called out San Francisco’s lack- 
luster performance in a video about 
the need for ensuring all Americans 
have affordable high-speed broadband 
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panies think they can fix that 


internet. San Francisco was at the tail 
end of a list of cities that he described 
as not “moving as fast when it comes 
to broadband.” He listed some of the 
consequences of those slow speeds, 
from losing business to making re- 
search harder for students. 

Three years later, San Francisco 
found itself back on the national 
stage for its internet access. This time, 
though, it was because the city took 
one of its most tangible steps up to 
that point toward creating a citywide, 
gigabit-speed fiber internet service — 
an offering that would be five times 
faster than the city’s average speeds 
that Obama had called out. 
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The push toward that citywide 
fiber network over several years, led 
by former San Francisco Supervi- 
sor-turned-Mayor Mark Farrell, may 
have been doomed from the start. The 
estimated $1.9 billion cost of the proj- 
ect offered an easy argument against 
it in a city grappling with a growing 
housing and homelessness crisis. The 
effort also became subject to a con- 
densed timeline following the death of 
Mayor Ed Lee, who had been a champi- 
on of the initiative. Any discussion of 
continuing the project seemed to dis- 
appear once Farrell completed his time 
as interim mayor last summer. 

But just having the debate about 


whether and how to set up a citywide 
fiber network in San Francisco, paired 
with some of the policy groundwork 
laid to make the plan more feasible, set 
off a series of expansions by internet 
service providers big and small. Be- 
tween these private investments and 
the city’s new digital equity strategy, 
San Francisco may finally be on a path 
to closing its digital divide. 


Buffering 

San Francisco’s digital divide is a 
stubborn one, with the number seem- 
ingly not budging significantly in stud- 
ies over the past few years. 

Most recently, the city conducted a 


Caleb DuBois, a 

field engineer with 
Monkeybrains, installs 
a switch to upgrade 
fiber equipment for the 
building at 220 Golden 
Gate Ave. 


Photo by KevinN. Hume 


community needs assessment in 2018 
that found more than 100,000 people 
in the city still lack high-speed inter- 
net at home. The survey also showed 
low-income residents, those making 
below $25,000 in annual household 
income, were the least likely to have 
access. 

It’s not that San Francisco lacks ser- 
vice options on the whole: Providers 
offering service in at least some parts 
of the city include Comcast, AT&T, 
Wave, Sonic, Monkeybrains, and Web- 
pass. The divide comes down to which 
parts of the city those providers cover, 
what kind of service they offer in those 
areas, and who is ultimately left unable 
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to afford internet service or is dissuad- 
ed from buying it given the service and 
price options where they live. 

A growing number of people in the 
country who don't have high-speed 
home internet cite the ability to access 
the internet using their smartphone as 
a reason for going without an internet 
subscription, according to Pew Re- 
search Center. 

But only accessing the internet 
through a smartphone can cut people 
off from some of the opportunities 
they would otherwise have if accessing 
it with a computer. 

One thing the city’s community 
needs assessment showed was that “ac- 
cess is not a binary issue,’ Alex Banh, 
digital equity manager for San Fran- 
cisco, tells SF Weekly. Access comes in 
many shades based on factors such as 
how reliable that access is and how of- 
ten someone has that access. 

“We met a lot of residents who are 
relying on smartphones and mobile 
data plans for the entire family,” Banh 
says. And when a family is sharing the 


same data plan for everything from the 


kids doing their homework to the par- 
ents looking up commute information, 
he adds, it can create a pattern where 
there’s good speed at the beginning 

of the month, but data throttling and 
data caps lead to less reliable access by 
the end of the month. 


Dialing up the competition 

The amount of competition, at least 
among internet service providers in 
San Francisco, seems to be increasing. 

Incumbents like AT&T and Com- 
cast, who can leverage their telephone 
and cable networks to provide inter- 
net, offer service in large swaths of 
the city. 

Comcast covers 98 percent of San 
Francisco, and all of that network is 
capable of delivering gigabit speeds to 
customers who choose to pay for it. 
Comcast enabled the gigabit speed in 
San Francisco with an upgrade to its 
network in 2017. 

Elaine Barden, vice president of 
business development and strategic 
initiatives for Comcast California, tells 
SF Weekly that San Francisco is “proba- 
bly the most competitive environment 
that we have in the Northern Califor- 
nia area.” 

Other providers have been expand- 
ing or upgrading their service across 
the city in recent years, too. 

Santa Rosa-based provider Son- 
ic has deployed fiber to more than 
one-third of homes in San Francisco 
over the past five years, Sonic CEO 
and co-founder Dane Jasper tells SF 
Weekly. 

Even though San Francisco had 
explored the idea of citywide internet 
service in various forms over the past 


decade, with none of them coming to 

fruition, the latest attempt seemed to 
heighten the attention of the private 

sector. 

“The benefit of having those con- 
versations is that it forces companies 
like Comcast and others to be on their 
toes,’ Joan Hammel, senior director 
of public relations for Comcast Cali- 


Preston Rhea, Director 
of Engineering for 
Policy Programs at 
Monkeybrains. 


= 


fornia, tells SF Weekly. “We have to be 
bringing the best solutions to market, 
and it’s ... furthering innovation and 
technology deployment at a very rapid 
pace.” 


Lost connection 

Does sparking a spate of private 
investment make an otherwise failed 
citywide fiber effort a success? 

While the city’s fiber project is not 
technically dead, there hasn’t appeared 





to be any action on it for more than a 
year, since Farrell wrapped his time as 
interim mayor. 

Farrell, who was first elected to the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
in 2010, led the citywide fiber effort 
throughout his time in office. 

Jess Montejano, who was a senior 
advisor to Farrell, tells SF Weekly that 


Farrell’s team worked in close coordi- 
nation with the administration of the 
late Mayor Lee, a passionate supporter 
of the project. Lee died of cardiac 
arrest in December 2017, during his 
second term that was set to run until 
January 2020. It shortened the time- 
line that the citywide fiber supporters 
had expected to have. 

“T still remember one of his last 
words ... to Mark (Farrell) and I in the 
board chambers was, ‘Let’s make sure 
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we get this done for the people of San 
Francisco,” Montejano says. “Those 
words really stuck with us.” 

After Lee’s death, Farrell was 
elected by his fellow supervisors as 
interim mayor to serve through July 
2018. During his time in that role, the 
city issued a request for qualifications 
from teams that could deliver on the 


citywide fiber idea. It was the first 
formal step in making the network a 
reality. The plan was to offer internet 
that would cost no more than $60 per 
month for residents and be provided 
free to people with income below the 
federal poverty level. 

Farrell’s team had already been 
laying the groundwork for the network 
and working to boost internet service 
provider competition with other pol- 
icies. Farrell introduced legislation 
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nearly a year earlier that would have 
allowed microtrenching in the city, a 
process that can help internet service 
providers lay fiber at a lower cost than 
traditional methods. That proposal 
didn’t make it through, and micro- 
trenching still isn’t allowed in the city, 
a point some say makes it more expen- 
sive and challenging for providers to 
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extend their fiber offerings. 

Another piece of legislation led by 
Farrell that did pass has been cited by 
at least two providers as making a sig- 
nificant difference in how many people 
they can serve. The law says that mul- 
tiple-occupancy building owners can’t 
block their tenants from using the in- 
ternet service provider of their choice. 
It took aim at the exclusive deals that 
are sometimes struck between one in- 
ternet service provider and a building 
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Mason Carroll, left, 

lead engineer with 
Monkeybrains, and 

field engineer Caleb 

DuBois check ona 

fiber optic cable as 

they upgrade fiber 
equipment for the 1 
buildingat 220Golden i 
Gate Ave. 
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owner that prevents competing provid- 
ers from servicing a building. 

Before that law passed unanimously 
in December 2016, Jasper says Sonic 
was blocked from entering about 96 
buildings in the city. With the law in 
place, that number has decreased to 
less than 10. 

San Francisco-based Monkeybrains 
has cited the ordinance with five own- 
ers or property managers of buildings 
in the city, and three of those cases 
have been resolved. 

If the citywide fiber network had 
moved forward, the law also would 
have helped the city ensure that any 
private entity leasing fiber from the 
city wouldn't have been stymied by ex- 
isting arrangements in buildings. 

Farrell’s team knew that the city’s 
two incumbent providers, AT&T and 
Comcast, “were not going to be par- 


mar A \ Ws | 


— 
be is 


| Vy Vl thi \ 


ticularly friendly to our efforts, given 
their history of trying to beat back 
municipal fiber efforts throughout the 
country, Montejano says. 


Hefty costs 

The next big hurdle for the city- 
wide fiber network was its price tag. 

A report commissioned by the city to 
explore potential business models and 
costs associated with the project esti- 
mated the price tag could reach $1.9 
billion. 

It made the project a target. 

Tech industry group sf.citi testified 
against the proposal, saying “resources 
would be better directed toward more 
pressing issues like homelessness and 
housing.” The sf.citi board includes 
AT&T’s director of external affairs in 
San Francisco and Comcast’s director 
of government affairs. An sf.citi staff 
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member told SF Weekly the group 
couldn’t arrange an interview unless it 
was provided with a list of questions in 
advance, which is not a standard jour- 
nalistic practice. 

Farrell’s team continued working on 
the idea, trying to determine whether 
a ballot measure raising money for the 
project would be successful. 

At least one poll on the ballot mea- 
sure idea found public support was 
“just short of the two-thirds needed 
to pass,” according to a San Francisco 
Examiner report. In his final few weeks 
in office, Farrell decided not to move 
forward with putting the revenue-gen- 
erating measure on the November 
2018 ballot. 

The project ground to a halt. Both 
Monkeybrains and Sonic were among 
teams that were selected as the three 
qualifying bidders who could have 


competed once a request for proposal 
was issued. 

But the teams received notice that 
the project was being put on hold, ac- 
cording to an Examiner article, which 
cited a city letter to the bidders stat- 
ing: “In the coming months, the City 
intends to research a number of fac- 
tors, including how market conditions 
and the construction environment 
would affect the project.” 

While the process could ostensibly 
be picked back up if the city sees fit, 
several people with knowledge of the 
project say no official action has taken 
place since that letter. 


Developing digital equity 

Supervisor London Breed was elect- 
ed to succeed Farrell as mayor. When 
Breed took office in July 2018, Farrell’s 
team handed off research and informa- 


Photo by Kevin N. Hume 
tion on the work they had done to that 
point on the effort. 

People ultimately elect a mayor 
to be in charge of certain priorities, 
though. And Breed is faced with a 
homelessness crisis that residents have 
rated as the top issue facing the city. 

Breed’s administration has found a 
way to incorporate the work on clos- 
ing the digital divide into its work on 
housing, with the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing and Community Development 
becoming the home of the SF Digital 
Equity Initiative in August. 

Building on the community needs 
assessment it conducted last year, the 
city plans to release a Digital Equity 
Strategic Plan this fall. The executive 
summary of that plan refers to digital 
equity as a civil right. 

One part of the city’s multi-pronged 
digital equity effort is the Fiber to 
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Mason Carroll, 

lead engineer with 
Monkeybrains, 
connects a fiber optic 
cable to connect to 

a switch to upgrade 
fiber equipment for the 
building at 220 Golde 
Gate Ave. oa 
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Housing program, which launched in 
2018 and won a national award this 
year. 

The Fiber to Housing collaboration 
between the city and Monkeybrains 
has already provided free, high-speed 
internet to more than 1,500 low-in- 
come families in 13 housing commu- 
nities. The plan is to connect another 
1,600 households by June 2020. Alto- 
gether, the city estimates the project 
will provide a service benefit of some 
$400 million over 20 years. 

The program is an encapsulation 
of many of the elements necessary to 
close the digital divide, Preston Rhea, 
director of engineering for the policy 
program at Monkeybrains, tells SF 
Weekly. 

The city connected the housing to 


fiber, Monkeybrains delivers the ser- 
vice and is on call to fix any problems, 
and digital literacy training is offered 
on site to ensure people know how to 
use the internet in the way that they 
want to once they have access to it. 
That is the component that will really 
start closing the digital divide, Rhea 
says. 

Christopher Mitchell, director of 
the Community Broadband Networks 
Initiative at the Institute for Local 
Self-Reliance, co-authored a report this 
year about how the Fiber to Housing 
program could offer a blueprint for 
other cities working on closing their 
digital divide. 

Mitchell tells SF Weekly that he 
hopes there will be more studies 
of what happens when ubiquitous, 
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high-quality internet access is provided 
to low-income families. It could help 
make the case for government invest- 
ments in such programs. 

“People who are in public housing 
who have high-quality internet ac- 
cess will be more likely to be able to 
get educational benefits, to improve 
their opportunities to apply for jobs, 
but also access government services,’ 
Mitchell says. “And as government ser- 
vices go to more and more of an online 
delivery mechanism, it will save all of 
us money in the management of those 
programs.” 

Linda Gerull, CIO and executive 
director of the San Francisco Depart- 
ment of Technology, tells SF Weekly 
that the city is “committing resources 
and energy and talent” to closing the 








digital divide. 

“But we are also seeing that our 
private partners, who are very com- 
mitted to the city, feel a community 
sense and obligation to assist as well,” 
Gerull says. 

More attention certainly appears 
to be turning to the issue, even at a 
national scale. In August, Comcast 
expanded eligibility for its Internet 
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own all of the power poles and under- 
ground conduit that would allow it to 
bring fiber citywide. 

Rhea wrote an op-ed exploring the 
idea, noting that “building this net- 
work as an energy utility would reduce 
costs by as much as a third compared 
to negotiating with PG&E as a third 
party.” 

Regardless of what happens with 


BY THE NUMBERS: 


The state of internet access in California 


88% can connect to the internet at home through either a computing device or a 


smartphone 


10% can only access the internet at home through a smartphone 
13% are unaware that internet companies in California make discounts available to 


low-income households 


People who are not connected to the internet at 
home or can access it only with a smartphone say 
they feel disadvantaged in ways such as: 


45% - When trying to help a child learn or keep up with their schoolwork 
24% - When trying to take online classes or gain new career skills 

22% - When managing money or banking online 

22% - When learning about or gaining access to online government services 
22% - When finding job opportunities online 


The main groups that lack internet access at home 
or can only access it through a smartphone include: 


48% - Households with incomes of less than $20,000 
47% - Adults who have not completed high school 


43% - Spanish-dominant Latinos 
38% - People over age 75 
36% - People with disabilities 


Essentials program, which provides 
internet for under $10 per month. The 
expansion made more than 1 million 
additional households in the state, and 
3 million nationwide, eligible for the 
discounted service. 


Charting a new path 

San Francisco may be near another 
inflection point on its journey to con- 
nect residents to the internet. 

In September, Breed offered to buy 
utility company PG&E's equipment in 
San Francisco for $2.5 billion, a move 
supervisors are backing unanimously. 
If the purchase becomes reality, it 
could open a new path — literally — 
for the city to pursue a citywide fiber 
network. The city would ostensibly 
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the latest buzz about whether the city 
could finally realize the long-discussed 
fiber network, the city is set to con- 
tinue its work on closing the digital 
divide. It plans to roll out a Digital 
Equity Scorecard in 2020 that would 
provide annual reports on the digital 
divide. 

Internet service providers, in the 
meantime, aren't sitting still, either. 

“In San Francisco today there is 
far more competitive choice than ever 
in the past,” Sonic’s Jasper says. “But 
there’s definitely still work to be done.” 
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The Castro Sweep Police Riot of October 61989: ACT UP member Ron Bracamonte protects 
demonstrator Mike Barnette, who lies bleeding on the pavement at Harvey Milk Plaza after SFPD 
Captain Richard Cairns clubbed him in the face. Photo: Marc Geller; used with permission. 


REMEMBERING A POLICE RIOT: THE CASTRO 
SWEEP OF 1989 


Oct. 3, 7-9 p.m., The GLBT Historical Society Museum, 4127 18th 
St. Free. 

Thirty years ago, AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) hosted a rally 
to support people with AIDS, but were met with police invading the Castro 
District instead, resulting in the arrest and injury of dozens of peaceful 
activists. The attack on the LGBTQ community and people with AIDS 
came to be known as the “Castro Sweep Police Riot.” In this panel, those 
involved with the ACT UP rally or affected by the riot that followed will be 
speaking about their experiences, three decades later. 
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46TH ANNUAL CASTRO STREET FAIR 


Oct. 6, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Market Street and Castro Street. $5-$10 
donation. 

The Castro Street Fair is a beloved Castro District tradition and one of 
Harvey Milk’s many legacies. Milk, California's first openly gay politician, 
started the event in 1974. Since then, it’s become one of the biggest 
public events in San Francisco, attracting thousands of attendees and 
hundreds of local vendors for a day of festivities. There will be dancing and 
carnival games, a test drive with the new Toyota Mirai, and booths from 
local artists, and much, much more. Money raised from the suggested 
donations goes to “charitable causes important to the Castro community.” 
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HARDLY STRICTLY 
BLUEGRASS 


Oct. 4, 12-7 p.m., Golden Gate 
Park. Free. 

Hardly Strictly Bluegrass is the 
biggest free music festival in all of San 
Francisco, taking place at the same 
venue as Outside Lands, and packing 
Golden Gate Park with excited crowds 
annually. In this year’s lineup: Graham 
Nash, Hurray for the Riff Raff, Mavis 
Staples, and more. The three-day 
festival kicks off on Friday and is open 
to everyone — but be sure to check 
out their website for safety rules 

and regulations. Watch out for any 
changes, notably, their new no-coolers 
policy. 


10/05 


WATERSHED 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
POETRY FESTIVAL 2019 


Oct. 5, 12-4:30 p.m., Civic Center 
Park, 2150 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way, Berkeley. Free. 

One way to respond to the 
impending disaster of climate change 
is through art, and that’s exactly 
what the Watershed Environmental 
Poetry Festival wants you to do — to 
“stand up for the earth.” This free 
event features readings from Pulitzer 
Prize finalist Patricia Smith, former 
National Endowment for the Arts 
literature fellow Dorianne Laux, 
Pushcart Prize winner Joseph Millar, 
and San Francisco Poet Laureate Kim 
Shuck. Aside from the readings, there 
will also be booths from local presses, 
a “We Are Nature” themed open mic, 
live music, and book signings. The 
Watershed Environmental Poetry 
Festival is a call for protecting — and 
celebrating — the environment. 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


California College of the Arts. Jonathan Calm: 
Larry Sultan Photography Award Lecture: 
Californian photographer and 2019 Larry 
Sultan Photography Award winner Jonathan 
Calm discusses his work at this public lecture. 
Wed., Oct. 9, 7-9 p.m. FREE and open to the 
public. 415-331-2787. info@headlands.org. 
www.headlands.org/event/2019-sultan- 
award/. 1111 Eighth St., San Francisco, 800- 
447-1278, cca.edu. 

Casemore Kirkeby. Larry Sultan and Mike 
Mandel: Newsroom: Larry Sultan and Mike 
Mandel’s Newsroom debuted at University of 
California at Berkeley and Pacific Film Archive 
in 1983, curated by Constance Lewallen. Using 
the museum's Matrix Gallery as their studio, 
Mandel and Sultan riffed off their previous 
ten years of collaborative projects, exploring 
and playing with mass-media imagery. During 
Newsroom, a newly produced portfolio 
of gelatin silver prints made from Sultan 
and Mandel’s original 1983 negatives will 
be shown for the first time. Also exhibited 
will be mural sized prints, made from these 
same 1983 negatives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Nov. 16. 1275 Minnesota 


St #102, San Francisco, 415-851-9808, case- 
morekirkeby.com. 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 


(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works 
by Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by 
vernacular 19th-century memorials and the 
influence of industrialized printmaking on 
images of memory and domesticity. Prints, 
paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery 
with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. 
www.care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 
510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 


The Compound Gallery. Artist Talk: How We 


Amuse Ourselves Between Onslaughts: 
Deploying uncompromising wit and dark 
humor to ruthlessly skewer contemporary 
neuroses, David Fullarton’s work laughs in 
the face of looming disaster and ridicules 
the disappointing reality of diminished 
modern existence. This exhibition represents 
the latest chapter in Mr. Fullarton’s ongo- 
ing chronicle of mania, melancholy, quiet 
desperation and bitter regret. And even if 
you find this droll dissection of the modern 
malaise amusing, please remember you are 
under no compunction to smile. Sun., Oct. 
6, 3-6 p.m. 844-278-7447. info@thecom- 
poundgallery.com. thecompoundgallery.com/ 
david-fullarton-how-we-amuse-ourselves- 
between-onslaughts/. 1167 65th St., Oakland, 
thecompoundgallery.com. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Daria Martin: 


Tonight the World: The CJM presents ‘Daria 
Martin: Tonight the World,’ a new installation 
by Bay Area-born artist and 2018 Jarman 
Award-winner Daria Martin. Mondays, Tues- 
days, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through 
Feb. 19. $16, $14 student/senior w valid ID; 18 
&under free. 415-655-7800. info@thecjm.org. 
thecjm.me/2ZwgDqg. Annabeth Rosen: Fired, 
Broken, Gathered, Heaped: This exhibition is 


the first major museum survey of the work 
of sculptor Annabeth Rosen, a pioneer in 
the field of contemporary ceramics Through 
Jan. 19, 2020, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. $16 adults, $14 
students and seniors with valid ID. 18 & under 
free. 415-655-7800. info@thecjm.org. thecjm. 
me/2ZxNvPu. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


CULT | Aimee Friberg Exhibitions. Amy Nathan 


Glyph Slipper: CULT Aimee Friberg Exhibitions 
is pleased to present its first solo exhibition 
of work by Amy Nathan. Glyph Slipper com- 
prises new works from Nathan's multifaceted 
sculpture and drawing-based practice exam- 
ining the intersection of object and language 
as they relate to the colonization of the 
female body from the ancient past to the 
present moment. Glyph Slipper opens on Sep- 
tember 13 with a reception from 6-8 pm and 
runs through October 26, 2019. The opening 
reception is free to the public and the artist 
will be in attendance. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Oct. 26. Free. 
4152387385. info@cultexhibitions.com. 1217 
B Fell St, San Francisco. 


De Young Museum. James Tissot: Opening 


Weekend Curator Talk with Melissa Buron: 
Join us on Saturday morning as we get an 
in-depth look with the exhibition curator, 
Melissa Buron. This lecture explores new 
scholarship on the artist, which demonstrates 
that even Tissot’s most ebullient society 
paintings reveal rich, complex commentary 
on nineteenth-century society, religion, 
fashion, and politics, rendering him worthy 
of reexamination today. Thu., Oct. 3, 11 
a.m.-noon. Saturdays are FREE for all SF 
Residents. (415) 750-7624. publicprograms@® 
famsf.org. legionofhonor.famsf.org/calen- 
dar/james-tissot-opening-weekend-cura- 
tor-talk-melissa-buron. 50 Hagiwara Tea 
Garden, San Francisco, 415-750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Et al.. Matt Borruso: You Live: Matt Borruso 


lives and works in San Francisco. He has had 
solo exhibitions at Cloaca Projects, Steven 
Wolf Fine Arts, and 2nd Floor Projects in San 
Francisco, and at Black Ball Projects in Brook- 
lyn. He has participated in group exhibitions 
at Anna Kustera, New York; Et al. etc., San 
Francisco; Sister, Los Angeles; Derek Eller, 
New York; Celaya Brothers, Mexico City; and 
Exile Projects, Berlin. In 2014 his work was 
included in Allegorical Procedures: Bay Area 
Collage, 1950-Present at San Francisco State 
University. Since 2015 he has published under 
his imprint Visible Publications, and his books 
are in the library collections of the Museum of 
Modern Art, the Whitney Museum of American 
Art, The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, 
and the International Center of Photography. 
Borruso received his MFA from Yale University 
in 2004 and his BFA from the San Francisco 
Art Institute in 2002. Saturdays. Continues 
through Oct. 19. 620 Kearny, San Francisco, 
415-269-4873, etaletc.com. 


Fraenkel Gallery. Carleton Watkins: Fraenkel 


Gallery presents an exhibition of twelve 
rare, mammoth-plate photographs by Car- 
leton Watkins, considered by many to be 
the greatest American photographer of the 
nineteenth century. Watkins was the focus 
of the gallery's first exhibition in September 
1979, and this show marks the beginning of a 
season-long celebration of Fraenkel Gallery's 
fortieth year. Through Oct. 9. Anything Goes 
by Micah LeBrun: Micah LeBrun is a self- 
taught Bay Area artist who considers his 
understanding of art to be derived from what 
he visually identifies in everyday life. His 
influences range from the line-oriented work 
of Picasso, the bold graphic nature of Warhol, 
and the dominant colorful brushstrokes of 
Peter Max to modern-day movements such 
as car culture and graffiti. A self-prescribed 
wanderer regarding the creative process, he 
believes that each idea should be executed 
in the medium and style that best relays its 
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intention. Through Oct. 26. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 


Gallery 16. Jason Middlebrook: At The End Of 


The Day: At The End Of The Day will include 
new geometric sculptures alongside the 
artist's signature wood cross-sections. 
Those familiar with Middlebrook’s work will 
recognize the new freestanding sculptures 
as three-dimensional line drawings in space; 
they are dimensional realizations of the geo- 
metric patterns and painted elements that 
have adorned most of Middlebrook’s plank 
paintings over the past decade. Towering 
eight to ten feet in height, these black, pow- 
der-coated steel sculptures are a fresh and 
exciting departure for Middlebrook. Through 
Oct. 25. Alex Zecca “New Work”: Gallery 16 is 
pleased to present its seventh solo exhibition 
with San Francisco artist Alex Zecca. There 
will be an opening reception for the artist on 
Friday, September 6, 6-9pm. The central focus 
of Zecca’s practice continues to be about 
process and color mixing. Zecca’s system is 
a specific and exacting methodology as is 
his exercise in focus and precision. His hand- 
drawn works marry a Sense of the scientific 
with the art of craft, the conceptual with the 
handmade. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturdays, l1a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Oct. 25. Free. 415-626-7495. milo@gallery16. 
com. gallery16.com/exhibitions. 501 Third St., 
San Francisco, 415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 


Jack Fischer Gallery. Kirstine Reiner Hansen: 


glorious rejects: In her latest body of work, 
Hansen continues to draw on the strategies 
and manipulations of fashion and media, 
mashed up with art history, exploring identity 
and connections. The artist appropriates 
imagery from magazines and advertising as 
visual reference, conjoined with art historical 
elements, from renaissance paintings to 
the modernists in collage-like paintings. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 
26. 311 Potrero, San Francisco, 415-956-1178, 
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jackfischergallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Xanthe Young: Prophecy 
of Nature: Prophecy Of Nature examines 
and exalts the temporal quality of flora 
and fauna. From the signature botanicals 
of oil painter Ivy Jacobsen to Martin Hsu's 
recent body of work exploring endangered 
species in traditional settings, each of the 
painters is inspired by the quickly-changing 
natural world around us. Lela Shields strives 
to reveal the fragility of life by creating 
Organic pieces started with a random pour 
of ink on the surface. Julia Lucey creates 
etching collages depicting plants and animals 
native to Northern California, and Ursula 
Xanthe Young offers fanciful beauty in her 
colorful landscapes. Starting Oct. 5. Mondays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 12-6 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 4. 3318 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Mirus Gallery. Mario Mankey presents Thoughts 
and Desires from the Anthropocene: For this 
exhibition, Mario has focused his work around 
the enormous problems the human race will 
have to face. Yes, they can be frightening 
glimpses into the future, but he hopes to bal- 
ance these emotions with his own optimistic 
desires. Mario is an inspiring artist with a 
unique, positive, and bright world view that 
hopes to push humanity in the right direction. 
Through Oct. 5. 540 Howard, San Francisco, 
415-543-3440, mirusgallery.com. 

Modernism. Damian Elwes: From Picasso To 
Kusama: In the 1940s, Henri Matisse advised 
young artists to make copies of their favorite 
paintings. Nearly half a century later, Damian 
Elwes decided to follow his advice with a 
twist. “Il went to Paris and made paintings 
of the studios of my favorite artists,” Elwes 
says. What began as a way of learning from 
deceased masters—including Matisse—has 
developed into a vast body of visually- and 
conceptually-rich work to be exhibited ina 
solo show at Modernism Gallery in September. 
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Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Oct. 
26. 724 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-541-0461, 
modernisminc.com. 


Patricia Sweetow Gallery. Crafted Illusions: 


Victoria Jang - Jacqueline Surdell - Lien 
Truong: PSG is pleased to present Victoria 
Jang, Jacqueline Surdell, and Lien Truong in 
Crafted Illusions. The artists in the exhibition 
investigate the fabrication of authority, 
questioning historical and contemporary 
reliability in authorship, aesthetics, moral 
imperatives and associative allegiances. 
The exhibition opens Saturday, September 
7th and continues through October 19th. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Oct. 19. 77 Geary, San Francisco, 415-788- 
5126, www.patriciasweetowgallery.com. 


Presidio Chapel. The Coit Tower Murals: Visual 


Feast, Political Controversy, Neglect, and 
a Spectacular Restoration: The murals at 
Coit Tower were completed 85 years ago, in 
the early summer of 1934. The murals were, 
at the time, the largest art project funded 
by the New Deal, produced by artists such 
as Victor Arnautoff, Maxine Alrbo, Rinaldo 
Queno, Ralph Stackpole, and many more. On 
Thursday, October 3 SFSU Professor Emeritus 
Robert Cherny will give us a virtual tour of 
the murals, tell us about the controversy at 
the time they were completed (it involved 
a hammer and sickle), and the decades of 
neglect and vandalism that followed as well 
as the most recent restoration. Thu., Oct. 
3, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. admin@pha-sf.org. 130 
Fisher, San Francisco, 415-561-3930, www. 
interfaith-presidio.org. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An 


exhibition of corroded photographs from Jim 
Haynes, who has investigated the technique 
of augmenting silver gelatin prints with 
rust, copper, and various acidic patinas. 
Daily, noon-midnight. Free. 992 Valencia, 
San Francisco. 


Robert Koch Gallery. Gyorgy Kepes: New Bau- 


haus in America: The New Bauhaus, later the 
Institute of Design, remains influential for 
later generations of artists and significant 
for fostering experimental work across dis- 
ciplines with few boundaries. Gyérgy Kepes 
continuously experimented with process and 
media and is recognized as a progenitor of 
the merging of art and technology. Our New 
Bauhaus in America exhibition includes 
likely the most comprehensive and largest 
gallery exhibit of Gyorgy Kepes's work in 
decades, with 48 works, plus two collabo- 
rations with M. Halberstadt. Also included 
in this exhibition is work from others in the 
New Bauhaus milieu, including mixed media 
works by Laszlo Moholy-Nagy (gouache 
and ink on paper, serigraph on paper, and 
vintage photogram), along with photograms 
by Arthur Siegel, solarized photographs by 
M. Halberstadt, and experimental light and 
color abstractions by Henry Holmes Smith. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Nov. 
30. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 415-421-0122, 
kochgallery.com. 


Romer Young Gallery. Johnny Abrahams: 


The Hare Beneath The Harrow: Abrahams’ 
paintings are oil-on canvas abstractions, 
characterized by large geometric forms 
painted on raw canvas in black, dark blue 
or red. Through repetition and subtle inter- 
actions between the void and painted form, 
the sharp compositions focus on structure, 
rhythm, gravity and negative space. Spread- 
ing the oil paint across the painting with 
a giant palette knife, slight and arbitrary 
ridges present upon Abrahams’ surfaces that 
at first appear to be smooth and flat. This 
process results in an accidental language of 
movement and depth within the clean, pure 
abstractions Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Oct. 26. 1240 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-550-7483, romeryounggallery.com. 


San Francisco Art Institute. Dream Variations 


part 2: The San Francisco Art institute and 
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Schafer Gallery proudly present: Dream Vari- 
ations part 2 On View: October 4th-October 
16th Opening Reception: Friday, October 
Ath | 4:30-6pm at SFAl—Fort Mason Campus 
Featuring Shara Mays and Christopher Wil- 
liams Inspired by the similarly named poem 
by Langston Hughes, Dream Variations part 
2 features extraordinary works of African 
American artists, Shara Mays and Christopher 
Williams. Combining installation, video and 
traditional painting methods, they express 
perspectives on discrimination, pain and 
Black Joy. In doing so, these artists manage 
to balance not only complexity and simplicity, 
but also the depth and strength of their 
dreams. Fri., Oct. 4, 4-7 p.m. Free. (415) 
771-7020. christopher@theblackdavinci. 
com. sfai.edu. 800 Chestnut, San Francisco, 
415-771-7020, sfai.edu. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Mickey 


Mouse: From Walt to the World: A cele- 
bration of animation’s most beloved and 
recognizable character. Guest curated by 
legendary animator Andreas Deja, the ex- 
hibition features more than 400 objects, 
including rare and never-before-seen orig- 
inal sketches, character model sheets, and 
concept artwork, together with nostalgic 
merchandise, vintage photographs, and 
a variety of Mickey's earliest and most 
recent animated short films. The exhibition 
is a testament to Mickey's transcendent 
influence, from cartoons and comic books 
to real-life appearances at Disney Parks 
worldwide. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Jan. 6. 104 
Montgomery, San Francisco, 415-345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 


COMEDY 


“Crazy Funny Asians” Comedy Showcase: 


Inspired by the blockbuster movie, see some 
of the Bay Area’s top comedians at San Fran- 


cisco’s Crazy Funny Asians comedy showcase! 
Let's celebrate the Bay's Asian-American 
culture and heritage with laughs. First 100 
people to RSVP get free tickets. Donations 
appreciated Sundays, 7 p.m., Free with RSVP 
(Otherwise $10), 21+. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 415-387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 


local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 


Bobby Slayton: A true ‘comic's comic,” Bobby 


Slayton, often referred to as “The Pitbull 
of Comedy,” has been performing his own 
intense style of stand-up comedy for over 20 
years, becoming one of the best known, re- 
spected, and energetic comics working today. 
Audiences around the country may recognize 
Bobby from his scene-stealing roles in movies 
such as “Get Shorty," “Ed Wood,” “Bandits” 
and most recently, “Dreamgirls.” He's been 
seen on dozens of television shows including 
“The Tonight Show” and ‘Politically Incor- 
rect.” Bobby's many appearances on HBO 
have included “Comic Relief” and his own 
stand-up special. He was a series regular on 
the HBO series “Mind of a Married Man,” and 
played Joey Bishop opposite Ray Liotta and 
Joe Mantegna in the critically acclaimed film 
“The Rat Pack.” Thu., Oct. 3, 8 p.m.; Fri., Oct. 
4,7 & 9:45 p.m.; Sat., Oct. 5, 7 & 9:45 p.m., 
$25. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 


Bootleg Comedy Show: Free Comedy!! Come 


enjoy some laughs from some of the best 
comedians in the Bay Area. The food is good, 
the drinks are delicious, and the laughs are 
plenty. Bring your friends and shake off the 
day. Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., Free. Bootleg Bar 
& Kitchen, 2360 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco. 


Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
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and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and 
audiences) a chance to unburden their minds 
at this regular night of stand-up. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at 
it). Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round 
comedy tournament featuring eight co- 
medians all competing to be chosen as the 
champion. Unlike any other comedy show 
in the Bay Area, we give the power to the 
audience to choose who they want to see 
continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., 
$10, www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has 
presided over this long-running local show- 
case since 2005. First Friday of every month, 
9 p.m. II Pirata, 2007 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. 
Fridays, 8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring 
up-and-coming comedians alongside in- 
dustry pros. Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, 
ComedyOakland.com. Spice Monkey, 1628 
Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, spicemon- 
keycafe.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and 
Rudy Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. Il Pirata, 
2007 16th St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, 
ilpiratasf.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Delirium: Comedy, Tragedy, Whatever: The 
edgiest standup comedy in sf on a monday 
Mondays, 8-10 p.m. Continues through April 
27, $0, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail. 
com, barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 
3139 16th St., San Francisco. 

Desi Comedy Night: It's San Francisco's epic 
weekly Desi Comedy Night at a cool down- 
town SF art bar with HellaFunny and Fun- 
cheap. See a showcase of some of the Bay 
Area's top comedians of Indian, Pakistani, 
Sri Lankan, Bangladeshi, Afghani, and South 
Asian descent. Let's celebrate the Bay's Desi 
culture and heritage with laughs. Saturdays, 
8:30 p.m., Free with RSVP (Otherwise $10 at 
door), www.eventbrite.com/e/sfs-desi-come- 
dy-night-tickets-55392014005 ?aff=sfweekly. 
Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 
p.m., $15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San 
Francisco. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry 
musical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
9 p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777, johnny- 
foleys.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Mon- 
day of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 
1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Gin & Comics: You don't have to love gin, but 
you should love good times. Gin & Comics 
features queer comedians from all over the 
California. Gin & Comics takes over the STUD 
every first Sunday. Hosted by Jos Harvey and 
Kimberly Rose Wendt. First Sunday of every 
month, 6:30-9 p.m., Free. The Stud, 399 Ninth 
St., San Francisco, 415-863-6623, studsf.com. 

Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out 
to Haight Ashbury Comedy night at Milk 
Bar located in the heart of the historic 
Haight-Ashbury district to see some of SF's 


best comedic talent. Comedians on the 
show have been featured on NBC, ABC, MTV, 
Comedy Central, SF Sketchfest, Comedy 
Day and Punchline. Thursdays, $15. Milk Bar, 
1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Haight Street Comedy Night: Every 4th 
Tuesday at Milk Bar is Haight Street Comedy 
Night! A distinctly San Franciscan night of 
comedy featuring the best comedians the 
Bay Area has to offer and usually a crowd 
member on acid. Every fourth Tuesday, 8 p.m., 
Free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Hal Sparks: Hal began his professional career 
as a teenager in Chicago. As a member of 
the famed Second City Troupe, his quick wit 
and affable personality quickly gained him 
recognition and acclaim and he was named 
the “Funniest Teenager In Chicago” by the 
Chicago Sun Times. Sparks went on to host 
the Emmy Award- winning “Talk Soup” on 
E! Entertainment Television, winning rave 
reviews from fans and critics alike. He starred 
for five seasons on Showtime's hit series 
“Queer As Folk” and appeared in many films 
like “Extract,” “Spiderman 2" and “Dude, 
Where's My Car?” Sparks also starred in his 
own one hour Showtime comedy special, 
“Charmageddon,” which has continued to 
be one of their best-selling DVDs. Being a 
versatile talent, Hal is also an accomplished 
musician performing with his popular band, 
Zero 1. Fri., Oct. 4, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sat., Oct. 
5, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $25. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur 
underground standup comedy. Sign up at 
5:30 pm or on Bay Area Facebook Comedy 
Network. Fridays, 6-8 p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, 
director@mutinyradio.fm, www.MutinyRadio. 
fm. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with 
occasional appearances by Harold class grad- 
uates or holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have 
a good time? Then come to “HellaFunny 
Sundays” to see a mix of San Francisco's 
best comedians! Comedians on this showcase 
have been seen on Comedy Central, NBC, 
ABC, Viceland, MTV and many many more. 
Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 415-387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny 
most definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Improv Drop-in Class: At Moment Improv we 
believe in creating a community of supportive 
artists. We believe that anyone can improvise, 
because you already do it every day. We 
believe humans have the capacity to be more 
present, more empathetic, closer, have more 
fun, and can live their lives to the fullest when 
they believe in themselves. We believe that 
people can believe in themselves and their 
choices with confidence and live their lives 
with greatness while positively effecting 
those around them., Join us for this fun 2 
hour drop-in improv class and walk away 
happier than when you walked in. Wednes- 
days, 7-9 p.m. Continues through Dec. 18, $15, 
415-697-1361, marcus@momentimprov.com/, 
momentimprov.com/sfweeklydropins. Un- 
Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
un-scripted.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. 
A different lineup each week for 5 bucks at 
Stage Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10- 


11:30 p.m., $5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. 
Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 5 
p.m.-midnight, free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

The Mighty Mighty Hangout: SF Comedy 
Showcase: A weekly comedy showcase 
featuring top performers personally selected 
by Soul! Sausage Presents and Frosty Nugs. 
Brickhouse Cafe highlights: A Massive New 
Bar | 21 Beers on Tap | Fresh House Cocktails 
| Family Raised Wagyu Beef. Come early for 
Happy Hour from 3-7pm! Saturdays, 7-10 p.m. 
Continues through Aug. 1, $5 Advance / $8 At 
the Door, soulsausagepresents@gmail.com, 
themightymightyhangout.com/?fbclid=IwAR- 
ITRKVNTSn5H9niUUOpIvikr1IK2qgHmnyEc3yN- 
mgk_HoU6CJhtlxGnngRI. Brickhouse Cafe, 
426 Brannan, San Francisco, 415-369-0222, 
www.brickhousesf.com. 

Milkin It: Haight Ashbury Comedy: Every 
second and third Tuesday night of the month, 
the Milk Bar hosts Milkin’ It, a free night of 
comedy featuring local and national comics 
hosted by comedians Andrew Holmgren and 
Leslie Small. Second and Third Tuesday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free, 415-387-6455, 
aholmgren89@gmail.com, www.eventbrite. 
com/e/milkin-it-haight-ashbury-comedy-tick- 
ets-44167356753?aff=sfweekly. Milk Bar, 
1840 Haight, San Francisco, milksf.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest 
“brings together some of the most pessimis- 
tic, neurotic, and dysfunctional individuals on 
the face of the planet: stand-up comedians.” 
First Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free, 
miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite Spot Cafe, 
2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 

Nenr: Nemr is a Lebanese/American stand-up 
comedian who is credited with establishing 
and pioneering the stand-up comedy scene 
throughout the Middle East where he per- 
forms in English. Nemr grew up in San Diego 
and then moved back with his family to 
Lebanon. He went on to break down barriers 
and unite people in a region where bombing 
on stage can have a completely different 
meaning. Wed., Oct. 9, 7:30 p.m., $30. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Ngaio Bealum: Ngaio Bealum has recently been 
seen on ‘The Sarah Silverman Program’ and 
was a runner-up in the San Francisco Inter- 
national Comedy Competition. He has also 
appeared on MTV's ‘Half-Hour Comedy Hour,’ 
BET's ‘Comic View,’ A&E’s ‘Evening at The 
Improv,’ Comedy Central's ‘Comic Justice,’ 
and ‘Make Me Laugh.’ He was the front-man 
for the popular ‘Wammy Award'-winning 
San Francisco-based hip-hop band MostChill 
Slackmob and hosts the popular Cannabis 
Comedy Festival each year. Tue., Oct. 8, 
8 p.m., $20. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San 
Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecome- 
dyclub.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic’s 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and be- 
yond’s underground comedy scene live, live 
streaming and podcast post at www.muti- 
nyradio.fm Fridays, 8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 
ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleo- 
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nionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, 415-955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, face- 
book.com/RealLiveComedians. PianoFight, 
144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

The Roughhouse: Sketch comedy made the 
San Jose way. First Saturday of every month, 
10:30 p.m., $17.50-$35, roughhousecomedy. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash 
Mob Musical uses a one word suggestion 
to inspire a montage of scenes and songs 
made up entirely on the spot! No games. No 
narrative. No net. Fridays, 8 p.m., $5. Stage 
Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup- Speakeasy Comedy Nights!: Craft 
beer and comedy merge harmoniously in the 
Beer Basement at Ales Unlimited, where The 
Setup draws some of the funniest local and 
nationally touring stand-ups in the business. 
The space is small and cozy but the hops and 
the laughs are big, with performers hailing 
from such comedic institutions as Comedy 
Bang Bang, San Francisco Sketchfest and 
The Comedy Store. So order a drink from 
Ales Unlimited's world-class selection of 
microbrews, wines and specialty cocktails, 
then head downstairs for a truly underground 
experience in the heart of the Tenderloin. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., 10, 415- 
598-8158, info@setupcomedy.com, goo.gl/ 
yTHqGu. Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San 
Francisco, thebasementsf.com. 


SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397- 
7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around 
the Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by 
Yuri Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Stand Up on the Edge: The Freshest comedy 
show in SF on a monday. Mondays, 8-10 p.m., 
Free, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 
barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
St., San Francisco. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest 
up and coming Bay Area comedians. The 
show also features hilarious interviews with 
each performer. Live music often follows 
the comedy show at 9:30 pm. All comedy 
audience members receive a discounted 
cover charge to see the bands. Thursdays, 
7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@gmail. 
com, www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite. 
com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest 
working comedians: Steve Post, Allison 
Mick, and Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The 
Tabernacle features a strong, fresh, line-up 
of local heavy-hitters, bigger names you've 
seen on TV, and other out-of-town visitors. 
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook. 
com/tabernaclesf. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week's Show: Fresh standup from the best 
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comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San 
Francisco's top sports bar and nightclub--all 
for less than the price of a movie ticket. 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & 
Lounge, 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco, 
415-671-8081, fortisf.com. 

Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo 
from your past and then turns it into a 
raucous, hullaballoo of improvised comedy. 
Thursdays. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: 2 Teams. 1 Victor. Should they 
fail, the audience shall send them to the 
slaughterhouse. Should they succeed, the 
audience shall judge them yet again the 
following week as they face a new challenger! 
Tuesdays, $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: Improv Comedy Cagematch: 
Two teams go head to head in some friendly 
competitive improv! Our incredible cast of 
hosts are your guides to this hilarious weekly 
showdown. The champ is decided at show’s 
end by you, the audience! Tuesdays, 9-10 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 17, $5, 813-833-7276, 
luisaisbell@gmail.com, www.eventbrite. 
com/e/thunderdome-tickets-30198634930. 
Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle 
is duos improv. Two people enter. Two people 
do improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., 
$5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Wayback Wednesday: Share a memory (nos- 
talgic, silly, awkward), and we'll delve into 
it together. Straddling the line between 
fantasy and reality, Chivalry Club shines a 
light on the strange and exciting parts of 
our past. Wednesdays, 8-9 p.m., $5, wow@ 
endgamesimprov.com, www.facebook.com/ 
ChivalryClubSF. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames 
Improv makes fun of your romantic foibles 
for free at this long-running weekly comedy 
catharsis. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with 
RSVP, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors 
read modern and classic short stories. First 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 
510-848-7800, berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Dr. Julia Nordgren - The New Family Table: 
Meet & Greet Following CUESA Demo!, Influ- 
enced by global cuisines and fresh ingredi- 
ents, The New Family Table features more 
than 60 no-fuss recipes. Through stories and 
recipes, Dr. Julia Nordgren shares insightful 
tips, techniques, and practical advice that will 
help make family meals tasty, fun, and fulfill- 
ing. Combining her passion for healthy and 
delicious food, and her medical background, 
Dr. Nordgren’s culinary degree enables her to 
explain how diet impacts health in real terms. 
Sat., Oct. 5, 12-1:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, 
kbeckman@bookpassage.com, www.bookpas- 
sage.com/event/dr-julia-nordgren-new-fam- 
ily-table-san-francisco-ferry-building-store. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Every other Thursday, 
8 p.m., free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2277 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

| Will Destroy You: Poetry With Nick Flynn and 
Matthew Zapruder: Nick Flynn's latest book 
is | Will Destroy You, poetry that interrogates 
the potential of art to be redemptive, to 
remake and reform. But first the maker of 
art must claim responsibility for his past, his 
actions, his propensity to destroy others and 


himself. The poems delve into the deepest, 
most defeating parts of the self: addiction, 
temptation, infidelity, and repressed memory. 
These are poems of profound self-scrutiny 
and lyric intensity, jagged and probing., 
Special guest Matthew Zapruder’s new book 
is Father's Day. He's also the author of four 
collections of poetry, most recently Come 
On All You Ghosts. Wed., Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Free, 4154316800, candymansf@yahoo. 
com, www.TheGreenArcade.com. The Green 
Arcade, 1680 Market, San Francisco, thegre- 
enarcade.com. 

Matt Sheehan with Chris Lu and the Young 
China Watchers - The Transpacific Ex- 
periment: Presented with Chris Lu and the 
Young China Watchers, In The Transpacific 
Experiment, journalist Matt Sheehan tells the 
story of a Southern Californian mayor who 
believes a Chinese electric bus factory will 
save his town from meth labs and skinheads. 
He follows a celebrated Chinese Al researcher 
who leaves Google to challenge his former 
employer from behind the Great Firewall. 
Sheehan joins a tour bus of wealthy Chinese 
families shopping for homes in the Bay Area, 
revealing disgruntled neighbors and raising 
important questions about California’s own 
prejudices and perceptions of immigration 
and the American Dream. Thu., Oct. 3, 6-7:30 
p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, kbeckman@book- 
passage.com, www.bookpassage.com/event/ 
matt-sheehan-chris-lu-and-young-china- 
watchers-transpacific-experiment-san-fran- 
cisco-ferry. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, San Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Patti Smith: Her new memoir Year of the 
Monkey charts Smith's solitary wanderings 
throughout 2016 after a run of shows at 
the Fillmore, retelling her journeys across 
US states to places both new and familiar, 
punctuated by polaroid photography. The 
troubadour joins Dan Stone in conversation 
at the Sydney Goldstein Theater on October 
7th to give the audience fresh insight into 
her physical, poetic and philosophical travels. 
Mon., Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m., $205. Sydney Gold- 
stein Theater, 275 Hayes St, San Francisco. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third 
and First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Rachel Maddow: In 2012, Maddow brought out 
her book ‘Drift: The Unmooring of American 
Military Power’ which examines the history 
of America going to war. The book is being 
followed up in October of this year as Mad- 
dow’s second book ‘Blowout’ which offers 
insight into the secretive and overwhelm- 
ingly corrupt oil and gas industries is set 
to be released. Sun., Oct. 6, 7 p.m., $225. 
Sydney Goldstein Theater, 275 Hayes St, 
San Francisco. 

Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 
Columbus Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, 
sfpl.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 
Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent col- 
lection explore the major cultures of Asia. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 
415-581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives of 
Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen 
Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other Beat Gen- 
eration characters via original manuscripts, 
memorabilia, letters, personal items, and 
other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, San Francisco, 415-399-9626, 


thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Located in a historic cable car powerhouse, 
the museum displays a variety of cable car 
gear, photographs, installations explaining 
how the cars work, and several antique vehi- 
cles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Habitat Earth: 
The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turn- 
ing the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover 
what it means to live in today’s connected 
world on the only planet known to sustain 
biodiversity and life. Daily. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 
strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Color 
of Life: The Academy's bright new summer 
show celebrates the chromatic diversity 
of nature with live animals, interactive 
displays, dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. 
Earthquake: Treat your senses to seismic 
overload in this exhibit that includes a walk-in 
Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, a 
recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes 
like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive 
displays, and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: 
Watch as the Academy's flightless friends 
are offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 
10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists 
dive into the Academy's live coral tank and 
offer live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 
11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn 
about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: 
Get up close and personal with some of the 
Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 
3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours party 
featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379- 
8000, calacademy.org. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. CHI- 
NESE AMERICAN Exclusion Inclusion:: An in- 
teractive historical narrative exhibition about 
the relationship between the Chinese and the 
USA starting from the maritime trading days 
to the present. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 
Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 
Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as 
“an outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons 
of steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, 
light bulbs, old tools, and other objects 
that hang over the museum's central lobby. 
Like the eternal light that can be found in 
every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection 
— both literally and figuratively. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the 
Exploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch- 
black maze designed to heighten one's 
awareness of the sense of touch — reopens 
at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to reg- 
ular museum admission). Permanent Exhibits: 
The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sec- 
tions that focus on human behavior, senses 
& perception, biology, the environment, and 
much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. After Dark: 
Leave the kids at home — this monthly party 
features adult-themed science programs, 
performances, and cocktails. Y'know, stuff 
grown-ups like. Ages 18+ only. First Thursday 
of every month, 6-10 p.m. $10-$15. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 
Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days 


of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past 
Becomes Present: Multipart exhibit tracing 
the history of queer youth activism, exploring 
lost S.F. ““gayborhoods,” paying tribute to 
pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, 
and more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
4127 18th St., San Francisco, 415-621-1107, 
glbthistorymuseum.org. 

Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the 
extravagant French Neoclassical interior 
of the Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., 
San Francisco, 415-750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live 


presentations about the animals who live 
at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Histori- 


cal Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free 
daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 415-447-5000, 
nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 


(SFMOMA). New Work: LANZA Atelier: This 
exhibition introduces three new projects 
by Mexico City-based architecture firm 


LANZA Atelier. It draws upon their interests 
in Mexico City’s architectural history and in 
bringing communications together through 
architectural interventions. Mondays, Tues- 
days, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 151 
3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, www. 
sfmoma.org. 


THEATER 


H#femmasculine: In his debut solo performance, 


Kevin Seaman mashes drag, media, song and 
dance to explore the toxicity of the contem- 
porary gay digital experience. Thu., Oct. 3, 
8-10 p.m.; Fri., Oct. 4, 8-10 p.m.; Sat., Oct. 5, 
8-10 p.m.; Thu., Oct. 10, 8-10 p.m.; Fri., Oct. 
11, 8-10 p.m.; Sat., Oct. 12, 8-10 p.m., $20 - 
$40., www.brava.org/all-events/2019/10/3/ 
femmasculine. Off-Brava Storefront Gallery, 
2773 24th St., San Francisco, 415-244-2618. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 


Below Sycamore: Below Sycamore illuminates 


the parasitic nature of addiction through 
a fresh, surrealistic lens. This new play 
follows the lives of two young east L.A. 
Latinos as they fall into the world of street 
hustle and drugs, shadowed by a gang of 
demons who struggle to seal their fate. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Continues 
through Oct. 5, $25 - $40, 800-838-3006, 
info@sheltontheater.org, sheltontheater. 
org/below-sycamore/. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, sheltontheater.org. 


The Chinese Lady: Written by Lloyd Suh, 


directed by Mina Morita, Inspired by the 
true story of the first Chinese woman to 
arrive on American soil, The Chinese Lady 
follows Afong Moy after she is brought from 
China to America and put on display for an 
eager public yearning to learn of the exotic 
East. Leavened with humor and insight, Suh 
explores the way we consider both ourselves 
and others. Featuring Rinabeth Apostol and 
Will Dao. Oct. 9-Nov. 3, 8-8:30 p.m., $10-75, 
415.441.8822, kevinn@magictheatre.org, 
magictheatre.org/season/the-chinese-lady. 
Magic Theatre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, San 





Francisco, magictheatre.org. 


El Rio: El Rio follows Francisca Warrior, a 


Black-Seminole veteran, and her quest to 
honor her daughter's memory while trying to 
save the life of another's. September 27 - Oc- 
tober 20, Fridays & Saturdays 8pm, Sundays 
3pm Fri., Oct. 4, 8-10 p.m., $20 - $35., www. 
brava.org/all-events/2019/9/26/el-ro. Brava 
Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-641-7657, brava.org. 


El Rio: El Rio follows Francisca Warrior, a 


Black-Seminole veteran, and her quest to 
honor her daughter's memory while trying to 
save the life of another's. September 27 - Oc- 
tober 20, Fridays & Saturdays 8pm, Sundays 
3pm Sat., Oct. 5, 8-10 p.m., $20 - $35., www. 
brava.org/all-events/2019/9/26/el-ro. Brava 
Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-641-7657, brava.org. 


El Rio: El Rio follows Francisca Warrior, a 


Black-Seminole veteran, and her quest to 
honor her daughter's memory while trying to 
save the life of another's. September 27 - Oc- 
tober 20, Fridays & Saturdays 8pm, Sundays 
3pm Sun., Oct. 6, 3-5 p.m., $20 - $35., www. 
brava.org/all-events/2019/9/26/el-ro. Brava 
Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-641-7657, brava.org. 


Hippie Kid: One man’s hilarious and heart-open- 


ing adventures, from growing up in a com- 
mune with Wavy Gravy to traveling the 
world with famed Dr. Patch Adams, form 
the inspiring narrative of Zappo Diddio's 
solo show “Hippie Kid,” coming to The 
Marsh Berkeley Cabaret this September. 
Through comedy and original songs, “Hippie 
Kid” shares the quirky, enlightening, and 
moving experiences that built a singular 
life dedicated to compassionate activism. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Fri., Oct. 11, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Oct. 12, $20-$35 sliding 
scale, 415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org. 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
themarsh.org. 


Hot Mikado: HOT MIKADO takes the Gilbert and 


Sullivan operetta masterpiece and amps it up 
with a killer jazz interpretation of the score 
performed by a multicultural cast who will 
have you dancing in the aisles! Welcome to 
Titipu, a town turned upside down by the 
arrival of Nanki-Poo, a roving trumpet player 
looking for his lost love, Yum Yum. Before 


long, he’s embroiled in the topsy-turvy 
machinations of Titipu’s powers-that-be, with 
hilarious results. Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
7-9:15 p.m.; Fridays, 8-10:15 p.m.; Saturdays, 
6-8:15 p.m.; Sundays, 3-5:15 p.m.; Sat., Oct. 
5, 1-3:15 p.m. Continues through Oct. 13, $31 
- $72, 415-255-8207, tickets@42ndstmoon. 
org, 42ndstmoon.org/hotmikado/. Gateway 
Theatre, 215 Jackson, San Francisco. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 


formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


PUPPETS & POE: Devised Defiance: Come join 


Theatre of Yugen as they kick off the Hallow- 
een season with these tales of terror, fear 
and the dark side. Recipe for the Macabre: 
Start with Edgar Allan Poe - the renowned 
master of poetry, short stories, and tales 
of mystery and the macabre. Dissect and 
remix. Mix with Theatre of Yugen’s signature 
physicality, voices, words, ideas, bodies, a 
dash of Noh and Kyogen and PUPPETS. Stir 
in a splash of contemporary relevance, with 
good old-fashioned irreverence. Bake at a 
macabre 666 degree heat for an hour anda 
half. Devised Defiance is a dish best served 
cold. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 2, $35. Theatre of Yugen, 2840 
Mariposa, San Francisco, 415-621-7978, 
theatreofyugen.org. 


Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically 


linked one-act, five-minute plays that share 
common criteria. Second Wednesday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.wordpress. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 


The Infinite Wrench: 50 weekends a year, the 


critically-acclaimed San Francisco Neo-Fu- 
turists present The Infinite Wrench, an 
attempt to perform 30 bite-sized plays in 
a frantic race against the clock, in an order 
determined by you, the audience. Each week, 
the ensemble offers up new plays ranging 
from the personal, to the political, to the 
profoundly WTF, all truthful and inspired by 
the lived experiences of the performers. With 
The Infinite Wrench, the SF Neo-Futurists 
promise to break the fourth wall and maybe 
your heart but never your wallet in this on- 
going, ever-changing show the SF Chronicle 
calls ‘an underground power generator.” 
Every other Friday, Saturday, 9-10:30 p.m., 
$9-$19, 415-816-3691, info@sfneofuturists. 
com, www.sfneofuturists.org/. PianoFight, 
144 Taylor, San Francisco, pianofight.com. 


Top Girls: The Geary Theater hosts the most 


unforgettable dinner party you'll ever attend. 
In Thatcher's Britain of the ‘80s, Marlene cel- 
ebrates a promotion with a dinner party full 
of legendary, historical, and mythical women, 
from Pope Joan to one of Chaucer's pilgrims 
to an imperial Japanese courtesan. As the 
wine starts to flow, each of these iconic 
women shares her own stories of sacrifice 
and success—but where's the sisterhood? 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Oct. 
13, $15-$110, 415-749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 
Geary Theater, 415 Geary St., San Francisco, 
www.galleryatthegeary.com. 


Who Killed Sylvia Plath: Following a successful 


World Premiere run at The Marsh San Fran- 
cisco, “Who Killed Sylvia Plath,” written by 
award-winning playwright Lynne Kaufman and 
starring Lorri Holt, will transfer to The Marsh 
Berkeley this Fall. Poet Sylvia Plath returns 
to her burial place in West Yorkshire, England 
to view the fourth replacement of her tomb- 
stone. The previous ones have been defaced 
by feminists who chiseled off her married 
name, claiming it was Ted Hughes who caused 
Sylvia Plath’s death. Did Hughes kill Plath? 
Would she do it again? And what does it say 
to us today? Saturdays, 5 p.m.; Sundays, 
5:30 p.m. Continues through Oct. 20, $25- 
$35 sliding scale; $55 and $100 reserved 
seating, 415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh. 
org, themarsh.org/who_killed_sylvia_plath/ 
lynne-kaufman-2/. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 
Allston, Berkeley, themarsh.org. 
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Does 42nd Street Moon’s ‘Hot Mikado’ 
Reckon with Its Problematic Past? 





By Grace Li 


There’s a scene in 42nd Street 
Moon’s production of Hot Mikado where 
Ko-Ko, the Lord High Executioner of the 
island of Titipu, looks at a letter in confu- 
sion, before uttering in frustration, “It’s 
in Japanese!” 

“Oh,” he then pauses. “We’re Japa- 
nese, he adds, as if just remembering. 

The crowd chuckles, mostly be- 
cause the cast, as director Jeffrey Polk 
puts it, is very “multicultural.” “The 
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audience doesn’t even know how to re- 
spond to that because of the diversity 
in the crowd,” Polk says, referring to 
the cast. 

Understanding the cultural sen- 
sitivities of Hot Mikado, which plays 
at Gateway Theatre through Oct. 13, 
requires going back in history. It starts 
in 1885, at London’s Savoy Theatre. 
Arthur Sullivan and W. S. Gilbert in- 
tended the first version, The Mikado, to 
be a comical opera based on a fictional 
Japanese island that served as a satiri- 
cal symbol for British politics. 
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However, both the original produc- 
tion and subsequent ones of The Mi- 
kado ended up being quite racist, with 
white actors wearing yellowface (eye 
tape, makeup, etc.) or amalgamations 
of Orientalist costumes while playing 
Japanese caricatures. Rather recently, 
a 2015 production by the New York 
Gilbert & Sullivan Players was can- 
celled after its use of yellowface made 
national news. Eventually, the con- 
troversy led to a reimagined version 
of The Mikado that aimed to reconcile 
with its racist history. Chinese-Amer- 


e iz 


Christine Capsuto- 
Shulman as Peep Bo, 
Lucca Troutman as 
Yum-Yum, and Amie 
Shapiro as Pitti-Sing. 


Photo by Ben Krantz Studio 


ican Broadway actor Kelvin Moon Loh 
served as the assistant director of that 
version. 

Another version of The Mikado 
— the one that 42nd Street Moon is 
playing — is Hot Mikado. Hot Mikado 
is David H. Bell and Rob Bowman's 
1986 adaptation of the 1939 Broadway 
musical of an extremely similar name, 
The Hot Mikado. Bell and Bowman were 
reportedly disappointed to find few 
traces of the original 1939 version, and 
thus wrote their own, with significant 
changes to the setting, music, and 








characters. 

“They just pumped up the music a 
little bit,” Polk says. Hot Mikado draws 
its sound from swing, jazz, gospel, 
blues, and rock. “They kept the script 
exactly the same, except they made it 
with all black people.” 

The 42nd Street Moon production 
of Hot Mikado removes the yellowface 
makeup of The Mikado’s past as well as 
much of the problematic vestiges of 
previous iterations’ costuming, replac- 
ing kimono-fusion garb with patterned 
suits and dresses reminiscent of 1940s 
America. 

Sensitive to its potential for prob- 
lematic production, Polk, while direct- 
ing told his cast that “I’m in the room. 
If you ever feel offended by anything, 
let me know.” 

“T had to be very cautious,” Polk 
says. ‘If I don’t think about insulting 
anybody, or if Iam too careful about 
insulting anybody — that’s when I do.” 

Working with problematic histories 
— especially one that dates back to 
the 19th Century — can be a difficult 
line to tread. 

“We can't be revisionist historians. 
And being an African -American, I 
certainly know a lot of stereotypes on 
stage that can be derogatory,” Michelle 
Ianiro, who plays Katisha, says. “But 
at the same time some of those lent 
themselves to some great performanc- 
es that have become iconic.” 

This version of Hot Mikado, from 
director Polk’s perspective, is at its 
heart a fun show with a diverse cast. 

“T just wanted to have a multicultural 
cast, doing a farcical ... show,” he says. 
Hot Mikado is all about laughter in the 
midst of ridiculous situations. 

“Things you can poke fun at, in our 
past, have always helped us deal with 
stressful situations, deal with racist sit- 
uations,” Ianiro says. “There was a time 
when we could laugh with each other, 
and that’s something I appreciate.” 


Hot Mikado, 

through Oct. 13, at the Gateway 
Theatre, 215 Jackson St. $31-$72; 
415-255-8207 or 42ndstmoon.org 








Tammam Azzam at 
Haines Gallery 





By Jonathan Curiel 


On a recent weekday afternoon, 
Syrian artist Tammam Azzam was walk- 
ing around San Francisco’s Haines Gal- 
lery and showing a visitor all his new 
artworks — the ones with collaged 
pieces of torn paper that resemble multi- 
ple sizes of confetti. Confetti is an inher- 
ently happy medium and Azzam was ina 
good mood at Haines, even laughing on 
occasion. But Azzam’s exhibit, called 
“Forgotten Cities,” is no party. On one 
level, it’s an artistic exhumation — an 
exhumation of Azzam’s memories of 
Syrian cities that he used to walk in, and 
an exhumation of Syria’s recent past and 
current state, where once-proud streets 
have been reduced to rubble, shells of 
buildings, or a tortured reality that is still 
hard to fathom. 


But here’s the thing: Azzam’s paint- 
ings are strikingly beautiful. Each one 
is untitled, with no mention of Syria. 
So when visitors walk into Haines Gal- 
lery and see the arresting colors, sizes, 
and shapes — and their scope (the 
largest piece is billboard-sized) — they 
may see them as abstracted landscapes 
or mirage-like vistas of ancient me- 
tropolises. That interpretation would 
be a logical one, since Syria’s history 
goes back millennia — back to a time 
before the region’s people developed 
the world’s first known alphabet, and 
before Greek leaders used the name 
“Syria” for the region. With “Forgot- 
ten Cities,” modern Syria is a kind of 
elephant in the room — looming and 
lurking behind each artwork without 
being named explicitly. That way, visi- 
tors can see in Azzam’s art what they 
want to see. Azzam does almost the 
same thing. 


“Tm talking now about the bigger 
meaning of cities; it’s not just cities in 
Syria,’ Azzam tells SF Weekly about the 
exhibit’s title. “This destruction is ev- 
erywhere in the world now, and Syria 
is just part of the suffering.” 

Stopping before one piece that 
seems to have a purplish skyline and 
green and bluish buildings, Azzam 
says, For me it was a sky, but then it’s 
changed to something different. I don’t 
know what it is but I went for it [in my 
art]. It’s a mix between sky and wall 
and the mountains. Maybe it’s not a 
landscape at all. But for me it is.” 

This ambiguity and shape-shifting 
is aided by the material that Azzam 
used for these new artworks. The 
torn and shredded papers give you a 
visceral sense of fragments — frag- 
mented buildings, fragmented streets, 
fragmented lives. To riff on the phi- 
losopher Marshall McLuhan’s famous 
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declaration, the medium is also the 
message in “Forgotten Cities.” Azzam, 
who fled Syria in 2011 when Syria’s 
civil war started, lived in Dubai before 
moving to Germany three years ago. 
That’s when he began his collaged 
canvases. 

“T felt this shredded paper ex- 
pressed something,” he says. “The 
shredded paper can say something 
themselves — it’s an expression of 
broken things.” 

But the vibrancy of the colors, espe- 
cially the reds, express joy. And that’s 
another allure of “Forgotten Cities”: 
The counter-intuitive expression of life 
in scenes that echo with struggle. 

“I prepared the colors on the pa- 
pers and used it as a palette, so it’s 
like a trial to build something already 
destroyed but to flip the inside colors 
outside — to talk about the story be- 
hind the front damage we are looking 
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Tamman Azzam’s Forgotten Cities Explore 
Destruction and the Past 


for everywhere.” 

The Syrian cities that underlay the 
artwork in “Forgotten Cities” are in 
Syria’s northwest, where years of fierce 
fighting in Syria’s civil war has made 
life there untenable or dispiriting. The 
cities can’t even be considered “cities” 
in their past, practical sense since 
these cities, Azzam says, have lost 
their foundational purpose. 

“When I started to work,” Azzam 
says, this is the first thing to come to 
mind: How the cities I walked through 
and lived there — they don’t exist 
anymore. It’s forgotten. Even if you 
rebuild, it’s not the same place, and not 
the same atmosphere. It’s not the same 
light. It’s something totally different. 
It’s not nostalgia. It’s like how to keep 
some fragment of your memory, be- 
cause it’s not going to exist anymore.” 

If the artwork in “Forgotten Cities” 
is Azzam’s way of wrestling with his 
memories, and retrieving moments or 
feelings that he wants to share with 
art-goers, the retrieving can be brutal. 
Azzam’s parents still live in Syria, in 
the country’s south, and he has good 
friends who've remained in the coun- 
try. Azzam, who's 39, lives in Berlin 
with his wife and 12-year-old daughter. 
He worked on the canvases at Haines 
for two years. Some days, he spent 14 
hours straight on them. Before Az- 
zam posed and smiled in front of the 
exhibit’s biggest artwork, he told SF 
Weekly that his own art can give him 
fits. 

“To be honest,” he says, “sometimes 
I would like not to see [my art]. It’s too 
much after two years of working on 
the series. At some point, I feel like I 
don’t want to see more.” 

But Azzam can’t stop looking. And 
he can’t stop making art. It’s what 
keeps him going. He works to stay in 
the moment. But he works so he won't 
forget the past. His past. And Syria’s 
past. That’s what’s on display at Haines 
Gallery, whether art-goers realize that 
or not. 


“Tammam Azzam: Forgotten 
Cities” 

Through Nov. 2 at Haines Gallery, 
49 Geary, Free; 415-397-8114, 
hainesgallery.com. 
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~Zuzu (Krystle Piamonte, 
center), is congratulated by t 


Wilmott, Julia Brother 


Munar, Ash Malloy and Mohs 1 


Rajagopal) in San Francisco 
Playhouse’s “Dance Nation.” 
(Courtesy Jessica Palopoli) 


By Leslie Katz 


San Francisco Examiner 


When Ashlee, one of the 
girls competing for glory in “Dance 
Nation,” says, “Life is weird, and 
hard,” she pretty much sums up the 
premise laid out by playwright Clare 
Barron in her Pulitzer Prize-finalist 
script. 

Onstage in its West Coast pre- 
miere presented by San Francisco 
Playhouse, the show aggressively 
explores the inner and outer lives 
of 13-year-olds on an Ohio com- 
petitive dance team in pursuit of a 
national trophy in Tampa Bay. 

Portrayed with guts and gusto 
by grown women — directed by 
Becca Wolff, the cast is uniformly 
good — these girls are filled with 
anything but sunshine and rain- 
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bows (though in one scene, one 
does have a plastic toy horse on 
hand). 

At times, their concerns are 
authentic: The team’s star Amina 
(Indiia Wilmott, who refreshingly 
doesn’t look like Reese Wither- 
spoon) wants to stay on top, but 
also tries to maintain a sense of 
humility — be it put-on or not — 
and rapport with her teammates. 

Then there’s Zuzu (a believably 
questioning Krystle Piamonte), of- 
ten a step behind Amina, literally, 
but who gets to dance the lead role 
in the piece about Gandhi. 

Also, dance master Pat (Liam 
Robertson) is appropriately, re- 
alistically tough on the dancers, 
though it’s interesting that Barron 
chose to write the role for a man. 

And when the girls often ask, 
“Are you mad at me?” that also 
feels real. 
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Yet when Ashlee (a strong 
Lauren Spencer) delivers a mean- 
dering, strident, power-and-sex 
obscenity-laden “I am woman” 
monologue, it feels more like a 
playwright trying to throw in 
timely political matters than a 
13-year-old’s anxiety. 

Likewise, changing-room nu- 
dity at the outset and continued 
attention to blood — be it froma 
fall, a bite, or menstrual — come 
off as more as an attempt to be 
edgy than provocative ways to ex- 
plore issues and emotions. 

Meanwhile, the remaining 
team members — Julia Brothers 
as Maeve, Ash Malloy as Sofia, 
Mohana Rajagopal as Connie and 
Bryan Munar as Luke, the only 
boy — get lost in the shuffle. 

In multiple roles, Michelle Tal- 
garow is sympathetic as the danc- 
ers’ moms, though she could have 





been given more to do. 

Interestingly, too, there could 
be a bit more of Kimberly Rich- 
ards’ fine choreography in the 
show. 

While it’s understandable that 
Barron’s aims for “Dance Nation” 
are to dig deep into psyches by 
going beyond what’s naturalistic, 
still, the drama might resonate 
more with even more focus on the 
physicality of the dance practice, 
among the biggest factors in creat- 
ing prize-winning performers. 


Dance Nation, 

Through Nov. 9 at the Kensington 
Park Hotel, 450 Post St., San 
Francisco 

Presented by the San Francisco 
Playhouse. $35 to $125; (415) 
677-9596 or 
www.sfplayhouse.org 


FILM REVIEWS 


Memory 
Not Rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 


2019 is the 40" anniversary of a blockbuster 

sci-fi movie that spawned a franchise which 
continues to this day. But what if you feel you 
have something new to say about the picture 

even though it’s already been the subject of 

many non-fiction works? If you're director 
Alexandre O. Philippe, you go for it anyway with 
the documentary Memory: The Origins of Alien. 
Whereas Philippe’s previous film 78/52 pierced 
deeply into the shower scene in Alfred Hitchcock's 
Psycho, Memory’s approach to Ridley Scott’s Alien 
is a bit more splattery. It seems at first to be about 
writer Dan O’Bannon, whose unfinished script 
Memory evolved into Alien after a stop by John 
Carpenter’s microbudget classic Dark Star, but 
Memory’s ultimate emphasis is on the famous 
chestburster scene, arguably the reason both 
Alien and Memory exist. Memory incorporates 
standard-definition footage from the definitive 
documentary Alien Evolution, only available on the 
out-of-print 2003 Alien Quadrilogy DVD box set. 
While little more than a primer on Alien, Memory 
being in HD means it will be more accessible in 
the immediate future than Evolution or other 

past docs, which may prove to be Memory’s true 
evolutionary advantage. And if you're thinking 
about creating a non-fiction work about any other 
1979 sci-fi movie? Don’t bother. There’s nothing 
left to be remembered. Sherilyn Connelly 


The 2019 Japan Film Festival 
Opens Friday at the New People Cinema. 


For reasons that remain unclear, the J-POP 
SUMMIT Festival is MIA for the second year 

in a row. Thankfully, its younger sister known 

as the Japan Film Festival is going strong in its 
seventh year, and many of its highlights carry on 
the eye-popping J-POP sensibility. Case in point 
is Makoto Nagahisa’s live-action “Super Musical 
Adventure RPG Movie” We Are Little Zombies, 

in which a group of recently orphaned 13-year- 
olds access their buried emotions by dressing 

in junkyard scraps and forming a chiptune- 
inflected rock band. Meanwhile, Atsuya Uki’s 
all-caps anime CENCOROLL CONNECT combines 
Uki’s two hard-to-see-on-these-shores Cencocell 
shorts into a single feature. The story is pretty 
standard stuff—monster appears in a city, hijinks 
ensue—but what’s especially exciting is that it 
features music by Supercell. It’s Supercell’s first 
work to not feature Hatsune Miku vocals, but 
her absence is made up for by Jouji Furuta and 
Tomoka Nagaoka’s Utano Princesama Maji LOVE 
Kingdom, an offshoot of the UtanoPrincesama 
Maji LOVE 1000% anime series. Kingdom features 
the boy-idol groups STRISH, QUARTET NIGHT, 
and HEVENS on stage, though unlike previous 
Japan Film Festival entries such as JA First Live 
Concert in JAPAN: “PARTY A GO-GO,” this is a 
1000%-animated concert. It doesn’t get more 
J-POP than that, so bring your glowsticks and give 
in to the joy. SC 
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What's up, Mom? 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


It’s now October, the beginning 
of the fourth quarter of the year, the last 
one of the decade. Is that too early to de- 


clare a plausible candidate for Restaurant 


of the Year? Or even City Block of the 
Year? 

Because the former just might be 
Um.Ma, chef Chris Oh’s new Korean 
restaurant in the Inner Sunset, while 
the latter one is indisputably Ninth 
Avenue, on which Um.Ma is among 
the newer developments. ‘The single 
block between Irving Street and the 
park has seen a new Tartine, plus the 
brick-and-mortar version of Clara Lee’s 
Korean “superette” Queens, move in 
among established heavy-hitters No- 
palito, Gordo Taqueria, and Ebisu. (It’s 
also home to non-culinary institutions 
Green Apple Books on the Park and the 
boutique Cary Lane.) 

Barely a few months in, Um.Ma 
— which translates to “mom” — has 
filled out its own shoes. Oh anda 
friend built a fire pit from bricks and 
cement, and that’s where the fish and 
meat are “hand-fanned” over char- 
coal. Wall-mounted frames that were 
empty as recently as late September 
now contain charming photographs, 
and there’s a $50 bill under glass with 
the caption, “This is our first money 
earned. Our boss just said, ‘Now, let’s 
just add 6 more zeros to this.’” The fire 
pit’s first fan, looking admirably worse 
for wear after a month of service, is 
right next to President Grant. On an- 
other wall is a sort of collage of mater- 
nity that includes figures from Korean 
history, comic Ali Wong in Always Be 
My Maybe, and Marge Simpson (in the 
style of Girl with a Pearl Earring). 
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Soon dubu, a volcanic soup made with pork belly 

and silken tofu, also includes Um.Ma’s central ingre- 
dient, scallions. Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 

Um.Ma is a big step forward for Ko- 
rean food in San Francisco, which 
was scorned and disdained at the 
beginning of this decade. Oh, an S.F. 
native who’s worked in Los Angeles, 
Las Vegas, and elsewhere, has clearly 
pitched this project at a very particular 
place on the high-low scale, with ’90s 
hip-hop like a kind of sonic banchan, 
alongside kimchi and deliriously 
creamy pickled quail eggs. 

It’s not quite upscale, but neither 
is it self-consciously edgy, forcing us 
to wade through a tedious distraction: 
the word “elevated.” When someone 
describes a restaurant as putting out 
“elevated [insert ethnicity here] food,” 
what are they really saying? It’s been 
placed on a golden dais, to generate 
buzz? Has it been ripped from the 
hands of hardworking, first-generation 
immigrants who cooked for other 
working-class people and made pal- 
atable for folks with more money and 
different standards? Or was it simply 
improved, with a close ear toward the 


aesthetic preferences of elite Yelpers? 

Some combination of all three, 
probably. But while you could debate 
definitions, it’s indisputable that many 
of the dishes at Um.Ma are simply 
extraordinary. At a time when the up- 
permost echelon of California dining is 
starting to bore even the professionals 
who get to eat it for free — Dear Lord 
— Um.Ma possesses the best currency 
of all. It’s exciting. And there’s no trace 
of cynicism or of cashing in. 

It’s exciting to dig into the seafood 
pancake and see just how many shrimp 
and scallops have been packed into it. 
Curly scallion shavings are the atlas 
vertebrae at Um.Ma, giving extra di- 
mension to lots of things, but this just- 
greasy-enough, just-salty-enough pan- 
cake possesses an almost impossible 
coherence. Shouldn't it be falling apart 
under the weight of all its seafood, like 
a slice of underbaked pie? It’s been 
crisped to the exact threshold required 
to keep the whole thing together. 

The barbecue portion of the menu 
is exciting, too. It’s a thrill to serve 
yourself pieces of garlic-soy kalbi this 
juicy, or a whole mackerel with just a 
bit of lemon and soy sauce. (‘That’s it. 
It doesn’t need anything else.) Notably 
crispy fried chicken — arguably the de- 
livery mechanism for this wave of Ko- 
rean cuisine, starting in the late aughts 
— comes flecked with cubes of daikon, 
rather than quarantining them into a 
separate bowl. The sauce could stand 
to be spicier — you also don't get to 
choose your heat level in the cauldron 
of soon dubu, or pork-belly-and-tofu 
soup — but it’s not too sweet, and it 
appears to have been brushed on with 
multiple applications. 

And about that pork belly: I really 
have to retract my circa-2016 com- 


plaint that it was the most tired, ubiq- 
uitous menu item in San Francisco. At 
Um.ma, it’s fun again. 

Beyond the fact that dried shrimp 
function as a condiment, the contrast 
between exterior and interior is what 
characterizes Oh’s dishes. But there are 
also rice bowls, including the standout 
Rockin’ Roe, a rice bowl zoned with 
three types of flying fish eggs plus 
some salmon roe on top that arrives 
looking like the 1980s memory game 
Simon. (The servers, who perform all 
front-of-house tasks and seem a bit 
beleaguered during dinner service, will 
mix it up for you at the table.) 

If there was one item lacking in 
flavor, it was the vegetarian bibimbap, 
which needed dried shrimp to liven it 
up, but whose blue rice solidifies to a 
terrific crunch in the bowl. Looked at 
another way, it’s more evidence that 
Oh prizes texture above all else. 

With a beer-and-wine liquor li- 
cense, the focus is on saccharine-sweet 
flavored soju. Hot off a White Claw 
tasting, I opted for grapefruit on the 
grounds that it’s the least sugary, and 
I think that was a wise choice. All five 
grape-derived wines come by the bottle 
or the glass, there is a small selection 
of Korean wines — baeksuju, an herbal 
wine, allegedly promotes centenari- 
anism — and for clinking “Geonbae!” 
under Tommii Lim’s black-and-white 
murals in the back, there are classic 
Korean beers Hite and Kloud. Whoever 
she is, Mom would definitely approve. 

Go get those extra zeros. 


Um.Ma 
1220 Ninth Ave., 415-566-5777 
orummasf.com 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


=A UTHENTIC CHINESE * DIM SUM = 





Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 

Pot Stickers 

Won Ton 

Pancakes 
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TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415-665-6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415-566-6143 
= www.kingofchinesedumpling.com = 
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KING OF NOO@CDLES 
w= Hand Pulled Everyday sum 
1639 Irving St. 415-566-8318 


Dumpling ERA 
650-737-9899 


Maal alo OLUl | (cxomarevele| (crsmmarelalemuntslels 
dumplings, FRESH EVERYDAY 

* Ask about our dumplings in a bag; 
ready to cook at home! 


354 El Camino Real, San Bruno, CA 94066 





Dumpling EMPIRE, 


e Dim Sum 
e Appetizers 


e Dumplings 
e Skewers 


There are more 20 kinds of fresh 
handmade dumplings to choose from! 


216 Cypress Ave, South San Francisco, CA 
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Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bwarill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Lobster Me 
865 Market Street 


(Inside Westfield Center Food Court) 


(628) 444-3077 
Lobsterme.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 


333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 
Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401i Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


Hog Island Oyster Co 
1 Ferry Building Shop 11, San Francisco 
(415) 391-7117 


hogislandoysters.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 
Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 

(415) 558-8375 
Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 
Kate's Kitchen 
471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 
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Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(Ais 57-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
Originalusrestaurant.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 
300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 





Escape From New York Pizza 


715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
TII-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2|st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 
3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


San Tung 
1031 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 242-0828 
santung.net 
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Go Eat This Now: 
Peasant Pies 


By Ryan Basso 


It’s officially one of the most 
wonderful times of year, Fall. First se- 
mester is in full swing, we have set sail 
into football season, and Halloween is 
less than one moon cycle away. With the 
celebrations that will ensue over the last 
quarter of the year also comes the won- 
derful world of breads, muffins, cookies, 
and pies! 

So many pies! Pies that come in all 
shapes and sizes with savory and sweet 
fillings that warm the soul at dessert 
with a late harvest Grenache or on an 
early morning commute with an oat 
chai. This autumn, it’s all about one pie 
in particular, the hand pie. 

Hand pies, at times circular and at 
others semilunar, are a pastry formed 
by placing a dollop of filling onto a cir- 
cular piece of biscuit-style dough that’s 
either folded or crimped shut, then 
baked or fried. Since 1993 we've had 
very special hand pies right here in the 
city, and they’re all ours. 








Photo by Ryan Basso 


PROUDLY SERVING 


SAN FRANCISCO 


EN Prime Rib Nights 
Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 
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The Brazen Head 


Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 5pm-1am 
3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 


ght 
415-668-5577 3 = 415-421-0700 


7 Harrison 
415-896-0700 






www.brazenheadsf.com 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


Peasant Pies has two locations, one 
in Mission Bay and the other in the 
Inner Sunset specializing in their ador- 
able palm sized pastries. Business part- 
ners Ali Keshavarz and Gerard Buulong 
wanted to produce a fast, cheap, and 
delicious alternative to other “fast 
food” choices incorporated into the 
hustle and bustle of city life. Thus, the 
San Francisco peasant pie was born. 

These pies were inspired by French 
fishermen who would stew fish, toma- 
to, and garlic for a night before baking 
dough around the mixture in the 
morning, according to Peasant Pies’ 
website. 

With about 12 different types of 
savory pies, the ham, egg, and cheese 
is the best place to start. The classic 
blend of savory and creamy flavors are 
perfectly encapsulated in the crumbly 
pie crust. With each bite the cheese 
ruptures out of the pastry’s sides, as 
the inside’s eggy steam billows into 
little clouds. This pie is built for a cold 
rainy Muni ride into the office. 

The next savory pie that stands 
alone in its category is the seafood pie 
stuffed with clams and tomato sauce. 
The chopped and simmered baby clams 
are briny and coriaceous, softened by 
the sauce’s tangy flavors of tomato 
and garlic. Each bite is slightly fishy 
and sweet on the tongue, while aromas 


of crushed red pepper travel »? P26 
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* only 1 coupon per order 


865 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 


LOBSTERME.COM 


Beach 


Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 


and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 11:30am- 11:45pm. 


Private Banquet Rooms 
(up to 135). Valet Parking. 
1512 Stockton Street 

San Francisco 
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through my olfactory system. If this 
pie doesn’t make you want to hoist the 
anchor and charge full steam ahead 
into the cold, choppy Pacific, nothing 
will. 

Lastly, we finish off with a sweet 
pie. With about 10 options on the 
menu, these are more like little tarts 
than pies. The mixed berries and flan 
have no dough covering them, expos- 
ing their beautiful texture and colors. 
Now that we are in the year’s colder 
months the pumpkin pecan pie is 
available. This pie is sweet and spicy 
with that irresistible pecan crunch. 

After about 25 years of pie making 
under their belt, Peasant Pies can 
also be found in markets around the 
city like Whole Foods and Rainbow 
Grocery. So your pies can be brought 
home and reheated for when you want 
to hunker down on those cozy nights. 
What Peasant Pie has managed to do 
over the last two and a half decades is 
no easy task. For the most part they 
specialize in only one item that they’ve 
made uniquely San Franciscan, and 
what’s even more impressive, they’ve 
stayed open. 












HISTORY MONTH 
OCTOBER 2019 


Peasant Pies 

550 Gene Friend Way 
and 1039 Irving St. 
(415) 731-1978 
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ZIALCITA 


OcT. 3°0 || OCT. 4™ 





VALERIO'S 7 MILE HOUSE 


OCT. 5™ | PLAYLIST | ENSAYMADA BURGER ———/ 


OCT. 19™| GOOD REASONS 
KICKBACK + 
STREET FOOD EGE ede 









OCT. 26™ | DAKILA 





Ej FACEBOOK.COM/7MILEHOUSEBAR 
BJ INSTAGRAM/TWITTER: @7MILEHOUSE 
WWW. 7MILEHOUSE.COM 


2800 CAYSHORE BLVD., BRISBANE «CA 94005 
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Fans Keep Showing up for the 








By Will Reisman 


When Ramin Djawadi sat down to 
write the score for the final season of 
Game of Thrones — the television phe- 
nomenon that has elicited heated debate 
and accumulated passionate viewers 
from across the globe — he could not ini- 
tially bring himself to compose the soar- 
ing melodies that had become a 
trademark of the show. 

“T knew once I started, it would just 
mean that it was going to be the end 
for me,’ says Djawadi, whose Game of 
Thrones’ Live Concert Experience will 
come to the Shoreline Amphitheatre 
in Mountain View on Thursday. “Every 
scene I wrote, especially ones with the 
major characters dying, I knew it was 
the last time I would use that theme. 
The end was very emotional for me, to 
the point that I had to force myself to 
write.” 

Fortunately for fans of the show, 
Djawadi’s score for the eighth season 
of Game of Thrones was one of the few 
universally beloved aspects of the pro- 
duction’s divisive final stanza. Building 
upon of the thematic lilts he developed 
in the beginning moments of the show, 
Djawadi raised the stakes considerably 
for the climax, evoking contrasting 
themes of dread and hope through his 


imaginative representations of the 
show’s characters and locales. 

Take for example the theme for 
Daenerys Targaryen, the series’ hero/ 
anti-hero, who transformed from a 
waifish concubine to a conquering 
princess (and then a bloodthirsty 
tyrant, but most fans will choose to 
forget that last development). To ac- 
company that progression, Djawadi’s 
score evolved from a whimsical, gossa- 
mer-thin movement to an epic coda, 
featuring a full orchestra, a choir, and 
booming percussion sounds. 

When Djawadi first met with the 
creators of the show — Dan Benioff 
and D.B. Weiss — he had never read 
the books and only knew glancingly 
about the overall concept. Yet he was 
able to craft Daenerys’ theme — which 
endured throughout all eight seasons 
— after seeing only the show’s first 
two episodes. 

As the characters shifted, so did 
Djawadi’s musical dynamics, moving 
from the established strings and reeds 
(there was a famous no-flute policy for 
the show, to eschew fantasy tropes) 
into riskier territories. Perhaps his 
finest moment was the “Light of the 
Seven” theme from the season six 
finale, a haunting, escalating ballad 
featuring pianos — previously absent 
from the show. 

“That piece is definitely one that 


Ramin Djawadi 


Photo by Andres Jimenez 


comes to mind as one of my favorites,” 
says Djawadi. “Because of the whole 
piano thing — it was such a depar- 
ture and we were so unsure about it, 
wondering if we were taking it too far. 
But the reaction to it was amazing. We 
were delighted that people liked it.” 

Djawadi’s preternatural feel for the 
emotional undercurrent of the show is 
why his compositions were a corner- 
stone of the sweeping masterpiece — 
becoming just as talked about as other 
rabidly-discussed topics surrounding 
the production (which are too numer- 
ous to list here, but they range from 
speculation about a certain character’s 
hair length to the mysterious disap- 
pearance of beloved pets). His theme 
song — a soaring, serious matter — is 
one of the most famous in television 
history, with numerous bands and art- 
ists paying tribute to the monument 
with their own renditions. 

That prominent place in pop cul- 
ture is one reason why it made perfect 
sense for Djawadi to bring the Game 
of Thrones music to audiences. If fans 
have been humming these tunes in 
their heads for years, why not let them 
experience the full scope of the songs 
in a live setting? 

“Tl never forget David and Dan 
approaching me at the end of the third 
season and saying, ‘What about a live 
concert, wouldn’t that be fun?” Djawa- 


Music of Game of Thrones 


di says. “I just ran with that idea. We 
turned it into a whole tour, designed 
our own stages, and just made it this 
special Game of Thrones event.” 

While the idea first circulated after 
season three, it wasn’t until 2017, 
following the end of season six, when 
the Game of Thrones Live Concert 
Experience debuted. The expositions 
feature a full orchestra, set against the 
backdrop of dramatic scenes from the 
show. Now in its third iteration, the 
live show has grown to encompass the 
full arc of the series, allowing fans to 
see the trajectory of each character and 
storyline, set beside each of their cor- 
responding themes. 

This latest tour, which began on 
Sept. 6, will take place exclusively 
in open-air venues, adding an extra 
sense of the ethereal vibe that runs 
throughout Djawadi’s compositions. 
Along with including the new bucolic 
element, these shows will also feature 
a reduced role from Djawadi, who 
will cede the conductor spotlight for 
certain gigs to Michael Sobie. That 
includes the Shoreline show, which will 
feature Sobie in the lead position. 

“Michael has been with us since the 
beginning,” Djawadi says. “In past con- 
certs, when I was playing instruments, 
he would actually go up and conduct, 
so he knows the show inside and out. 
He’s absolutely fantastic.” 

Djawadi’s fingerprints are still all 
over the performances, and he'll con- 
tinue to act as the lead conductor in 
select cities across the country. Taking 
part in these performances means 
that he can forego saying that dreaded 
goodbye to the material, at least for 
now. 

“T feel like I can’t quite let go of 
the show yet,” says Djawadi. “These 
concerts really keep this magical thing 
going. And for everyone else who just 
wants to be taken through that jour- 
ney again, this will be a lot of fun.” 


The Game of Thrones Live 
Concert Experience, 
Thursday, Oct. 3,8 p.m. at 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 

1 Amphitheatre Pkwy, 
Mountain View, 

$29.50 
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BENDERS 


806 S. VAN NESS AVE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA ¢ 21+ w/ID 


NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 2:00PM-2:00AM 


FEATURING: 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERYDAY. 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-FRI @ 2PM SAT-SUN @ 4PM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


THURSDAY OCT 3 


RETRO MOTORS PROJECT 
OPENING PARTY 


Classic Motorcycle Illustrations by 
Joseph Mauk 6pm-12am 
Nam || Mex-melomel | Menreyalin| 


THROWBACK 
THURSDAY 

THE STEVE MCQUEEN: 

PsWetoli Mo) #-\itorste] mezeliicolani(om kolo l-15 
folate Monto) Meolm -JUi(-lim roll gelol am cols 
just $9... 





SATURDAY OCT 5 


szandora lavey presents 


SINISTER TWIST 

POLLO DEL MAR 

+ LIVE BURLESQUE 

Doors 9pm / Show 10pm 

$5 Cover 

Vegas Style 60s Bump and Grind 

mo yrm tily-l10]e)(-meleretelanleloll(-co mW ilies, 
Classic Burlesque Revue 


LUT py.\ olen mr.) 


SERVICE INDUSTRY SUNDAY 
(€sJo)aabyxe aap) 

xo \ late moe lor @cominl-mirelromu coli dire] 
Service Industry Workers, we offer you 
A Bottle of Lone Star Beer + A Shot of 
El Jimador for just $8... 


fe), |2y:\ aol og my 


FRESH SQUEEZED MONDAY 
(4pm-8pm) 

LAV ail Ni CoyateloMeolir-liivelela mere yi 
busts out the fresh fruit to make 
you tasty Palomas, Greyhounds, 
folate Manley (- mom (-) moll] malty (sem 


ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 

(1 1pm-2am) 

Every Monday night from 11pm-2am, 
(= Ko) | olelor @eollimel iia) @ eli(et-mre) 
Happy Hour levels: $4 well drinks 
and $1 off draught beers... 


TUESDAY OCT 8 
TEQUILA TUESDAY 


LY -Me (<1 CMYoll eli M(ox- Move) (e| 
fore fae) m [-Xere | (- Me laleM-jale) me) m4 
Jimador Tequila 


WEDNESDAY OCT 9 
WHISKEY WEDNESDAY 


LY Me (ICM Molt ela (ox- mete) |e Ml Poy 
rorols Moye) \danleliomelalomem-jaleyi 
of Jim Beam 


(GOMING'SCON) SATURDAY OCT 12 


vol=Johiameiplelcel-m eo) c= S11 01 


THE-LOVESORES 


THE CONTROLFREAKS 
Doors 9pm / Show 10pm 
$5 Cover 

The hardest lurking band 

in show business. 
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THUR OCT 3 © 7PM-10PM ¢ $10 
DJ FOODCOURT 
PRESENTS: 
TOM HEYMAN & THE 22ND ST IRREGULARS 


PLUS TWO CAR FUNERAL 
FEATURING STEPHEN YERKEY AND JOE GORE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-1AM ¢ FREE! 


ROCK, PUNK, NEW WAVE, ‘80s 
FRI OCT 4 ¢ 7PM-9:30PM * $20 


CHUCK PROPHET 


& THE MISSION EXPRESS 
PLUS SURPRISE HARDLY STRICTLY GUESTS! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
$5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 


BOOM! SHAK-A LAK-A 
FRIDAY NIGHT DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2SHY-SHY, DJ MELT W/U 

FUNK, SOUL, HIP-HOP, SYNTH-POP, INT'L 


SAT OCT 5 ¢ 7PM-9:30PM ¢ $20 


CHUCK PROPHET 
& THE MISSION EXPRESS 
PLUS SURPRISE HARDLY STRICTLY GUESTS! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
$5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN OCT 6 * 7PM-10PM ¢ $10 


CLUTCH THE PEARLS 
DRAG SHOW W/ HOST MIRA 


MON OCT 7 © 7:30PM-11PM ¢ FREE! 


THE MONDAY MAKE-OUT 


CUTTING EDGE BAY AREA JAZZ & IMPROV MUSIC 
W/ NORA STANLEY GROUP (MODERN JAZZ) 
PLUS LOS CONOCEN (FREE IMPROVISATION) 
INNER EAR BRIGADE (PROG/EXPERIMENTAL ROCK) 


TUES OCT 8 ¢ 7PM-9:30PM 
PWYC, SUGGESTED $10 


HAPPY ENDINGS 
BECAUSE WE COULD ALL USE A HAPPY ENDING: 
5 WRITERS PERFORM NEW WORK ON A SHARED 
THEME IN A BATTLE FOR THE ADULATION OF AN 
a 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM-2AM « FREE! 


ah) 
DEEP & SWEET 60s SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PAUL COSTUROS W/ DX THE FUNKY GRANDPA 


WED OCT 9 ¢ 6PM-9:30PM « FREE! 


MAWKISH TWADDLE 
DJ STILL OR SPARKLING (AKA BOB N. OF KXSF) 
SUNSHINE POP, BUBBLEGUM, POWER POP, INDIE ROCK, 
PSYCH POP, POST-PUNK, (86, UNEASY LISTENING, TWEE POP, 
GLAM, NORTHERN SOUL, HONKY TONK, DISCO, SHOEGAZE, 
FUZZ, & OCCASIONAL DISSONANCE 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM-2AM « FREE! 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
PRESENTS: 


LIBRA BIRTHDAY BASH & 80s DANCE PARTY! 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 
RESERVE A B-DAY PARTY BOOTH ON EVENTBRITE! 
GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP 


THUR OCT 10 ¢ 10PM ¢ FREE! 
é 


RESIDENT SELECTOR ADAM & GUESTS 
ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE & SKA 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
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Club listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to 
space restrictions. To change an existing 
listing or to have a listing added, email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 
550, S.F.,CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. 
Our Concerts section lists major shows 
and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all 
phone numbers are in the 415 area code. 
Listings rotate regularly, as space allows. 
Our complete listings of local clubs — 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre — 
are available online. 


THURSDAY, OCT. 3 


ROCK 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acous- 
tic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Movits!, w/ Top Secret Robot Alliance, Chow 

Mane, 9 p.m., $18. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Carbon 
Leaf, 9 p.m., $25. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked 
Out Soul, 9 p.m., $5, smokedoutsoulmusic@ 
gmail.com. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Shannon Céilf Band, first Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Honey of the Heart (Justin Ancheta & Maren 
Metke), first Thursday of every month, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Christopher 
Ford, first Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Crumb, w/ Divino 
Nifio, Shormey, 8 p.m., $23. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, OCT. 3 


John Prine: W/ Kelsey Waldon, 8 p.m., $63. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland. 

Morrissey: W/ Interpol, 7:30 p.m., $89.50. 
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, 
San Francisco. 

Ruston Kelly: W/ Donovan Woods, 8 p.m., 


$16. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco. 

The String Cheese Incident: 8 p.m., $59.50. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY, OCT. 4 


Babymetal: W/ Avatar, 8 p.m., $52. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Band of Skulls: W/ Demob Happy, 8:30 
p.m., $24. August Hall, 420 Mason St, San 
Francisco. 

Ookay: W/ Melvv, Grimecraft & Rayn, 9 p.m., 
$25. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco. 
The String Cheese Incident: 8 p.m., 
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Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. Whisky Pills 
Fiasco, first Thursday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


Audio: 316 lith St., San Francisco. SLUSHII, w/ Raid 
Zero, 10 p.m., $35. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez 
& Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Picante,” 
w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class 
of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Takeover 
Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Love + Propaganda: 85 Campton Place, San 
Francisco. Computer Love, Free. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Supernature 
Thursdays, $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. BFF.fm, w/ 
Drew Smith. Rotating BFF:fm DJs spin a variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. 1999," w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Groove 
Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m.., free. 


JAZZ 


EMUSIC \ CONCERT & CLUB LISTINGS \IKAAN 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Jazz @ 
The Atlas, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. Live 
Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., Free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Chucho Valdés with Joey DeFrancesco, Master 
Cuban pianist Valdés performs with his Bata 
Quartet and B3 organ legend Joey DeFrancesco., 
7:30 p.m., $40-95. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY, OCT. 4 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Cherubs, w/ Low Dose, Shutups, 9 p.m., $15. 
The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 

Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “Take 
a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. SG Lewis, w/ Drama, Fri., Oct. 4, 9 
p.m.; Sat., Oct. 5, 9 p.m., $20. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Oldies Night," w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, 
friends, first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday Night 
Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 
8 p.m., $11-$15. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco. Starset - LIVE, 7 p.m., $30. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Taska Black, 
w/ Rome in Silver, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kin- 
dred, first Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Lonnie’s 
Eggs, first Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Fran- 
cisco. Wrabel & Billy Raffoul, w/ Joy Oladokun, 
7:30 p.m., $18. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & 
The KingTones, first Friday of every month, 9 

p.m. 


$59.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Tele- 
graph, Oakland. 

Van Morrison: 8 p.m., $89.50. UC Berke- 
ley, Greek Theatre, Gayley & University, 
Berkeley. 

Yoke Lore: W/ Bad Bad Hats, 9 p.m., $18. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. 


SATURDAY, OCT. 5 


The Band Camino: W/ Valley, 8 p.m., $18. 
August Hall, 420 Mason St, San Francisco. 

Kurt Vile: W/ The Violators, 9 p.m., $30. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Marina: W/ Allie X, 8 p.m., 8pm. The Masonic, 
1111 California, San Francisco. 

Phantoms: W/ Georgia, 9 p.m., $20. The In- 
dependent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

SG Lewis: 9 p.m., $12-$25. Mezzanine, 444 
Jessie, San Francisco. 

The String Cheese Incident: 8 p.m., $59.50. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, 
Oakland. 

Sunken Sinners Ball: W/ Julian Gray, 2 p.m., 
$20. W/ Julian Gray, 2 p.m., $20. The Mid- 
way, 900 Marin, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY, OCT. 6 


Castro Street Fair: donation. Castro 
Street, Castro, San Francisco. 

Lana Del Rey: 7 p.m., $69.50. UC Berke- 
ley, Greek Theatre, Gayley & University, 
Berkeley. 

Play: W/ Atish, M.O.N.R.O.E., and R. Fentz at 
Permission to Land, 2 p.m., $20. W/ Atish, 
M.O.N.R.O.E., and R. Fentz, 2 p.m., $20. The 
Midway, 900 Marin, San Francisco. 

Wilder Woods: W/ Rodrick Cliche & Four20s, 
8 p.m., $25. The Independent, 628 Di- 
visadero, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY, OCT. 8 


Big K.R.LT.: W/ Rapsody, Domani Harris, 8 
p.m., $27.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Boy & Bear: W/ Stu Larsen, 8 p.m., $25. The In- 
dependent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

Jonas Brothers: 7:30 p.m., $39.95. Chase 
Center, 1 Warriors Way, San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9 


The Who: 7:30 p.m., $49. Chase Center, 1 
Warriors Way, San Francisco. 

Yak Attack: 8 p.m., $15. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 





DANCE 


Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Illyus & Barri- 
entos, w/ Secondcity, 9 p.m.; Get Freaky Anni- 
versary, w/ Bleep Boop, Tsuruda, An-Ten-Nae, 
Dance Spirit, Great Dane, SOOHAN, 10 p.m., $30. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ““Manimal,” 
9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. | Candy, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Strange- 
love,’ New Wave, industrial, goth, and gloomy 
‘80s with DJ Tomas Diablo, first Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

Columbus Cafe: 562 Green, San Francisco. SOUL 
TIME! Funky Soul First Fridays, DJ’s spinning 
1960's & 70's funk, soul, crossover, northern soul, 
and disco all on original vinyl 45 records., first 
Friday of every month, 8:30 p.m.-1a.m., Free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. Riddm 
Hours, w/ Helicopter Showdown, Xaebor, Seriph, 
Dare, Vatic, K9, J-Costa, first Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $17-$25. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Fran- 
cisco. Latino Fridays, World Class DJ's playing 
the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. John 
Digweed, w/ Verlk, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Flight 
Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

The Midway: 900 Marin, San Francisco. Sea of 
Love, w/ Fleetmac Wood, Roxanne Roll, Smooth 
Sailing, 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. DJ Boring, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco. ‘Polyglamorous,” 
first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $7-$10. 
Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. “OMGF,” 

9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. The Human 
Experience, w/ Gone Gone Beyond, 9:30 p.m., 
$15. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ DJ 
Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” 
Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 
Tipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Vittles,” 
w/ DJ Bulldog Mike, first Friday of every month, 
8 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Soul 
Funky,” w/ resident DJ Kevin Garcia, first Friday 
of every month, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Dance 
Fridays," weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. Top 
40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, spinning 
current & classic hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, 
no dress code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/ 
vodka cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & 
Beer Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Quinoa 
Co-Op, first Friday of every month, 8-10 p.m., 
Free. Jazz @ The Atlas, Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Don 
Prell'’s SeaBop Ensemble, first Friday of every 
month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘’Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. John 
Kalleen Group, first Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Skillet Lickin’ Soultet, first Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 
Gaucho, Every other Monday, Friday, 8-11 p.m., 
Free, bookings@gauchojazz.com. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Wrapped in 
Plastic, first Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Chucho Valdés with Kenny Garrett, Master 


Psychedelic rock 


CRUMB 


Courtesy of Artist 


8 p.m., Friday, Oct. 4, at Slim’s. $26; slimspresents.com 
A jazz-infected blend of spacey psych-rock and dream pop, 
Crumb’s unique sound is constructed with many layers that 
open up upon repeat listens. The quartet met while all members 
were students at Tufts University, with each member bringing 
their own individual sound to songs that lead singer, guitarist, 
and songwriter Lila Ramani had previously written. The band’s 
eponymous 2016 debut EP introduces listeners to the band’s 
mellow yet colorful sound, which evolved the following year on 
the lusciously-produced EP Locket. The band soon relocated to 
Brooklyn to record their debut album, Jinx, which was released 
to universal acclaim in June. Taking notes from Tame Impala 
and Dark Side-era Pink Floyd, Jinx is a bold and mesmerizing 
debut that asks the listener to enter its hazy and hallucinogenic 
atmosphere for a 27-minute daydream, guided by Ramani’s 


soothing vocals. Tim Casagrande 


Cuban pianist Valdés performs with his Bata 
Quartet and alto saxophonist Kenny Garrett., 
7:30 p.m., $45-105. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 
8 p.m., free. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. 
First Friday Showcase, A live music showcase 
celebrating Bay Area artists and musicians., first 
Friday of every month, 5 p.m., Free. 


SATURDAY, OCT. 5 


ROCK 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Blind 
Lemon Pledge, first Saturday of every month, 
7p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Starcrawler, w/ Kill Birds, Sour Widows, 8:30 
p.m., $18. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Darling 
West, w/ Avi Vinocour, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Fruit 
Bats, 9 p.m., $20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Saturday 
Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren 
Oswald, and Paul Paul, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. SG Lewis, w/ Drama, Fri., Oct. 4, 9 
p.m.; Sat., Oct. 5, 9 p.m., $20. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
“Americana Jukebox,” first Saturday of every 





month, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. Mashrou’ Leila, w/ Narcy, 9 
p.m., $29.50. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Jukes, 
first Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Daniel 
Castro, first Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pura, 
Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bachata, Cumbia, 
Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Leisure,” 
w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $8. 

Codeword: 917 Folsom St, San Francisco. Boy 
Division, SF’s Queerwave Dance Party! The spot 
to celebrate decades of music from classic New 
Wave and Britpop to contemporary Electro - with 
plenty of room to dance and mingle. Everyone is 
welcome!, first Saturday of every month, 9:30 
p.m.-2:30 a.m., $5-$8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie 
S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. Inside Out 
Mornings Presents: The Patio Party, Resident 
DJs Vedda and Cristoffer Z are joined weekly by 
top DJs, 6 a.m.-noon, $20, insideoutmornings@ 
gmail.com; “Rel8,” first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Cow 
Saturday, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits 
at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Sin- 
fulSaturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@infu- 
sionlounge-sf.com; “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 








p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“The Prince & Michael Experience,” w/ DJ Dave 
Paul, first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. The Garden 
Party, w/ Newman, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Distrikt 
Retrospekt, w/ Tim Sweeney, 10 p.m., $20. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,” w/ 
DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Spitroast,” 
first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Go Bang!,” 
w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, Steve Fabus, Prince Wolf, 
and guests, first Saturday of every month, 9 
p.m., $10 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
‘Push the Feeling,” w/ residents Yr Skull & Kevin 
Meenan, first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Candy Rain," first 
and third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $3. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90's, and today’s 
Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘| Love 
The City,’ w/ DJs Sean G & Z-Mo, first Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 80's 
and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and MCs, 9 
p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 
Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 


Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. Jazz @ The Atlas, Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,"’ 10 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kami- 
kaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. Caffe 
Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Damir, 
8 p.m. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Chucho Valdés with Dianne Reeves, Master 
Cuban pianist Valdés performs with his Bata 
Quartet legendary vocalist Dianne Reeves., 
7:30 p.m., $45-115. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 8 p.m. 


SUNDAY, OCT. 6 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
High Tone Son Of A Bitch, w/ Keverra, Connois- 
seur, Shadow Limb, 3 p.m., $10. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Juan 
Wauters, w/ L. Martin, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Mandolin 
Orange, 8 p.m., $51. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The 
Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Dimension, w/ DJs Justin & Kurt. Technicolor 
sounds: soft vinyl soul, first Sunday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
Power, 4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, first Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 lith St., San Francisco. Stiff Little 
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OPEN NOON - 2AM 
EVERYDAY 


HAPPY HOUR 
M-F NOON - 7PM 


COCKTAILS + BEER 


PLINY THE ELDER 
ON TAP 


PATIO + POOL + 


SHUFFLE BOARD 
CREDIT CARDS 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
NWN | N=) oO) 5 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


EMPEROR NORTON’S 
=1Oley 4-4 W-N) Ip) 


510 LARKIN @ TURK 
THE TENDERLOIN SF 


415 926 8118 
lefeley4=) t=] aie (C) 
Vaal ol-lcol sale axelat-mecolan 





Indie folk 


JUAN WAUTERS 





Courtesy of Artist 


7:30 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 6, at Cafe du Nord. $13; 


swedishamericanhall.com 


Juan Wauters has always used his brand of delicate folk pop 

as an opportunity to explore the world around him, which 

has simultaneously given the Uruguay-born, Queens-raised 
singer-songwriter insight into his past. Wauters initially used 
music as a creative outlet to escape the monotony of working 
in a factory, and would soon form the rambunctious garage 
rock band The Beets with college classmate Jose Garcia. After 

a string of albums and opening for Pavement, Wauters left The 
Beets to embark on his solo career, releasing his woozy and 
addictive debut album NAP: North American Poetry in 2014 to 
glowing reception. Wauters followed-up the next year with Who 
Me?, a sunshine-soaked dose of ’60s-inspired folk rock in the 
vein of fellow Queens musicians Simon & Garfunkel. Wauters 
returned this January with his third effort, La Onda de Juan, 
his first album sung entirely in Spanish that was recorded 
across multiple Latin American countries Wauters visited over 
a two-year span. The warm and optimistic sound on the album 
inspires a feeling of wonder within its listeners, a trait that 
Wauters carried over to his most recent album, Introducing Juan 
Pablo, his most personal work to date. Tim Casagrande 


Fingers, w/ The Avengers, 8 p.m., $25. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Big Top,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. “Kick It!: 
‘80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

EI Valenciano: 1153 Valencia, San Francisco. Cuba 
Descarga Salsa Dance Party, Every Sunday live 
music, Sundays, 6-11 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 27, $10, cultucuba@gmail.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Boom- 
Box,” first Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ 
DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Sun- 
days, Day and night club party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. WERD., 
WERD. presents OSCAR PINEDA (Pound Puppy) 
/ ROGUE (URBAN ARTILLERY) along with WERD. 
DJs. WERD. presents tasty underground House & 
Techno every Sunday with residents Woo, Zoz, 
Jimmy B and weekly guest. Limited capacity, 
early arrival encouraged., 9 p.m., $5-10. 
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Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. ‘’Spill 
the Wine,” w/ DJs Vinnie Esparza, Guillermo, 
and Slopoke, first Sunday of every month, 5 
p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Time 
Machine,” w/ DJ Rotten Robbie, first Sunday of 
every month, 6 p.m., $5 after 7 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. “Select 
Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando & Natural, 10 p.m. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Swagger 
Like Us,” w/ resident DJs davO & boy_friend, 
first Sunday of every month, 2 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Hot 
Baked Goods, first and third Sunday of every 
month, 6 p.m., free; Kally Price Old Blues & 
Jazz Band, first Sunday of every month, 9 
p.m., $7-S10. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Brazil & Beyond," 7 p.m., free. 

Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Fran- 
cisco. Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
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Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisitin, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny 

Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Chucho Valdés with Regina Carter, Master Cuban 
pianist Valdés performs with his Bata Quartet 
and violinist Regina Carter., 2 p.m., $40-95; Kris 
Davis’ Diatom Ribbons with Terri Lyne Carrington 
& DJ Val Jeanty, Kris Davis performs with her 
groundbreaking trio Diatom Ribbons including 
influential GRAMMY-winning drummer TerriLyne 
Carrington and Haitian DJ, sound sculptor and 
percussionist Val Jeanty., 6 & 7:30 p.m., $40-110; 
Julian Lage Trio, Guitarist Lage performs music 
from his new album Love Hurts, with bassist 
Jorge Roeder and drummer Dave King of The 
Bad Plus., 8 p.m., $25-65. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


MONDAY, OCT. 7 
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ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Alabama 
Bowties, first Monday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free; Bluegrass Mondays with the Bow Ties, 9 
p.m., Free (tips suggested). 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco. Damir, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter 
Lindman, 4 p.m.; The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 
9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
‘‘M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays), w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Oasis: 298 1th St., San Francisco. ‘Beat It!: An 
‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Sky- 
larking,” w/ I&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Sissy 
Bar,” w/ resident DJs Bubbles & Christina, first 


and third Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 


8 p.m. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 
Gaucho, Every other Monday, Friday, 8-11 p.m., 
Free, bookings@gauchojazz.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open 
Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 
Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“The Monday Make-Out,” Local ensembles 
push the boundaries of jazz — and sometimes 
even sound itself — in a free whirlwind of im- 
provisational whimsy., first Monday of every 
month, 8 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan 
Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Nelson Trio Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


TUESDAY, OCT. 8 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Drew Southern Band, second Tuesday of every 
month, 8 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Molly 
Sarlé, w/ Daughter Of Swords, 7:30 p.m., $16. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. Ruel, w/ Destiny Rogers, 7 & 9:30 
p.m., $25. 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco. The Stan Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, first and 
second Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m.; 
fourth and Last Tuesday of every month, 9:30 
p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Drahla, w/ 
Mild Universe, Classic Hat, 8 p.m., $12. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 4 p.m. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag 
performances, more, 10 p.m., $5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Cock Shot,” 
9 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Tutu Tuesday,” 
w/ resident DJ Atish, second Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10 ($2 in a tutu before 11 p.m.). 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. ‘Startup 
Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” 
w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Soundpieces, 
10 p.m., $10; Joe Nice, w/ N-Type, Bogl, Being, 
10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Music 
Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. “BoomSwing 
Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. 2nd Tuesday's, 
Deep house music, second Tuesday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 


THE DEVIL MAKES THREE 
THE INFAMOUS STRINGDUSTERS 
* BILLY STRINGS X2-* 


PETER ROWAN + KELLER & THE KEELS + FRUITION 
THE WAR AND TREATY + THE LIL SMOKIES + BROTHERS COMATOSE 
DELLA MAE + LARRY KEEL EXPERIENCE + LINDSAY LOU 
KITCHEN DWELLERS + ANDY FALCO & TRAVIS BOOK strav'carcis 


TOWN MOUNTAIN + WINTERWONDERWOMEN + TROUT STEAK REVIVAL 


MIDNIGHT NORTH + CRIS JACOBS + PICKIN’ ON THE DEAD + OLD SALT UNION + RAPIDGRASS 
PIXIE & THE PARTYGRASS BOYS + TK & THE HOLY KNOW NOTHINGS + TWISTED PINE 
SPECIAL GUESTS: BRIDGET LAW, WILL MOSHEIM & MORE 


VOW 


\ Slistc» Brews: floss’ NANTERWONDERGRASS.COM 
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HIP-HOP 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. Xtra Luv Tuesdays, 
Every other Tuesday, Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Phat Tuesday,” 
w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Smith 
Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. “Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 
with salsa lessons). 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisitin, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Live Jazz, 
Live jazz music and drink specials., 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 


FRI, OCTOBER 04 





Hennessy 
1 Od4 D 


J. ESPINOSA 
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FRI, OCTOBER 11 


West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. Two 
Piece Tuesdays, A weekly event featuring live 
music, delicious cocktails and Taropy with Miss 
Ginger., Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., Free. 


WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9 


ROCK 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Bay 
City Blues, w/ Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Nacho Picasso, w/ The Doppelgangaz, Da Rap 
Nerd, 8:30 p.m., $15. 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Vinnie 
Caruana, w/ Mike Ireland, Like Roses (Solo), 
7:30 p.m., $18. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Brendan 
James, 8 p.m., $20. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. UFO, w/ Armored Saint, 8 p.m., $35. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Rock and Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, This 
classic blues & funk jam session is a popular 
mid-week event featuring great local blues 
players. No cover ever!, 8 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free, 
Info@theluckyhorseshoe.com. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Americano Social Club, second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Good 
Morning, w/ Baybs, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, Every other 


DEALERS 
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SAT, OCTOBER 19 
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SAT, OCTOBER 12 


G RUSSIAN STYLE ” 


VOLAC & PHLEGMATIC DOGS 


FRI, OCTOBER 18 


FWEEKLY FOR A SPECIAL DISCOUNT 


TEMPLESF.COM | 415-312-3668 | INFO@TEMPLESF.COM | 540 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO | OPEN 1OPM- 4AM | AGES 21+ 
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Experimental electronic 


KOKOKO! 





Courtesy of Artist 


8 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 9, at The New Parish (Oakland.) 


$20; thenewparish.com 


A genre-defiant DIY collective on the forefront of a burgeoning 
music scene in the Democratic Republic of Congo, KOKOKO! 
fuse dance, afro-beat, and funk for a boisterous sound that 

is unprecedented. The collective began in Kinshasa when 
French electronic musician Débruit met local musician Makara 
Bianko, who threw a spontaneous block party with other 

local musicians that sowed the seeds for KOKOKO! Using 
self-constructed string instruments and percussion made 

from recycled-scrap metal, the collective toured across Europe 
experimenting with their sound, later signing to prominent 
English indie label Transgressive. After months of assembling 
material together for a cohesive product, the collective released 
their eclectic and empowering debut album Fongola in July. 
Despite the hardships the band endured in the years leading 

up to Fongola’s release, the bright and upbeat album explores 
themes surrounding love and magic, while taking aim at the 
greed and corruption within the D.R. Congo’s government. Tim 


Casagrande 


Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Pussy Party,’’ 
w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and guests, 9 p.m.., free. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Baobab!,” timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “‘Bondage- 
A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 
9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “EPR,” 
18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘“Housepitality,” 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Industry 
Night, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Juicy,” 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Burn Down the Disco,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & 
Melt w/U, second Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. King Most, 
w/ Maitre D, 9 p.m., $5. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Wayback 
Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. “EQ Wednes- 
days," 10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 
Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 
7p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Latin 


Lounge,” Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Patrick 
Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. ““Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. David 
Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, Wednesdays, 7-10 

p.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Frigo-International Discotheque,” w/ DJs 
2shy-shy & Melt w/U, second Wednesday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Zach Brough 
& Friends, 4 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco. Abe 
Imansia Jazz Group, Wednesdays, 7:30-1:30 p.m. 

Scopo Divino: 2800 California Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Steve Nelson Trio, Wednesdays, 7-10 p.m., 
free, tim@scopodivino.com. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 
6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 
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by Dan Savage 


I met a guy right around the time my boyfriend 
dumped me. I met him on a dating site, but he was 
really only interested in my boobs and me giving him 
head. I really like having him in my life and he’s very 
attractive, but he won't do anything with me other 
than let me give him head while he watches porn. I’m 
very insecure, so I feel like part of the reason this has 
been going on for so long is because I’ve never had 
someone so attractive be into me. He asked me to 
sign a “contract” that requires me to drop everything 
and send him pictures whenever he asks. I'm not 
allowed to have a boyfriend, but he can have as many 
girls as he likes. I do a lot of stuff for him, and he 
doesn't do a single thing for me. I should have said 
no, but I was feeling very shitty about myself and 
thought I had nothing to lose. Currently he lives a 
two-hour bus ride away and he won't pick me up. He’s 
also only available on weekdays. He keeps telling me 
to come out to see him, but I can't justify a two-hour 
bus ride with nothing in it for me. I almost cut him 
out completely after an older coworker touched my 
butt—I confided in this guy, and he told me it would 
be hot if I showed my coworker a photo of my boobs. 
That he would say something like that makes my 
blood boil, yet I still haven't cut him off. Maybe I'm 
just overreacting and expecting too much of him, as 
he’s told me multiple times that he doesn't like sex 
and he never wants to see my lower half. 

Don’t Understand My Behavior 


Stop seeing this guy—or stop servicing this 
asshole, I should say. This piece of shit swooped in 
when you were obviously feeling vulnerable (right 
after your boyfriend dumped you), and he’s been 
leveraging his good looks against you ever since. 
And it’s not just head he’s after, DUMB. He gets 
off on seeing you debase and degrade yourself— 
he wants to watch as you feed your self-esteem 
into a shredder—maybe because it affirms how 
attractive he is or maybe because he’s just that 
sadistic an asshole. And while you may think you 
have nothing to lose, this asshole clearly sees 
what you have to lose: your self-esteem, which he 
is disassembling bit by bit. 

I know people with similar blow-and-go 
arrangements; they provide what’s called “no 
recip” oral to selfish and sometimes sadistic tops. 
But they do it for the right reason—they do it 
because it turns them on. If being this guy’s on-call 
cocksucker turned you on and got you off, DUMB, 
if this was a thrilling adventure for you and a 
break from your regular routine, a brief/erotic 
escape from the person you knew yourself to 
be (sexy, attractive, valued, etc.), this could bea 
healthy and playful release. The guys I know who 
do this—and they’re all guys—don’t have any 
illusions about the men they’re servicing catching 
feelings for them. And most importantly, they get 
off on it. It turns them on to be treated this way, 
to play this role, to have this kind of cocksucker- 
on-call arrangement with someone who plays the 
role of the selfish, domineering top. 

But this doesn’t turn you on, DUMB, it makes 
you feel terrible about yourself. And I can tell you 
where this is headed: This guy’s assholery is going 
to escalate over time. Cut this guy off now. 


I'm a 26-year-old woman in a two-year 
relationship with a 32-year-old man. I love him and 
we live together. He recently revealed that he thinks 
the word “vagina” is disgusting. He likes the word 
“pussy, but “vagina” turns him off and he hates 
when he hears the word. I think this is ridiculous, 
immature, and, honestly, a bit insulting. Iam proud 
of my vagina—I love it, and I love what we do with 
it together. I don’t have a hang-up with names for 
parts. He assures me he loves my pussy, but vagina 
is a word that grosses him out. Am I crazy to be a bit 
upset about this terminology conflict? 

Vaginas Always Love Useful Erections 


“First of all, VALUE is correct,” said Dr. Jen 
Gunter, an ob-gyn and author. “There is nothing 
disgusting about the word vagina. However, to 
many people, the word vagina has this connection 
because telling people that vaginas are dirty 
or gross or disgusting is a core tenet of the 
patriarchy. Vulva and clitoris have sadly been 
along for this societal shame-driven ride. I can 
see how a heterosexual man might have trouble 
with the word vagina because he has received that 
messaging since birth.” 

But just because we can see how your 
boyfriend might have developed a problem with 
the word, VALUE, doesn’t make your boyfriend 
actually having a problem with the word okay. 

“There’s an issue when a grown man finds the 
word vagina disgusting,’ said Dr. Gunter “I am 
curious if her boyfriend’s inability to say vagina is 
a ‘bedroom-only’ phenomenon or an ‘everywhere’ 
phenomenon. If it’s bedroom-only, maybe she 
can help him work up to using the word by 
introducing it more. Exposure therapy! However, 
if his disgust at the word is an ‘everywhere’ 
phenomenon, then I can appreciate how that is a 
sticking point for VALUE. I wrote a whole book, 
The Vagina Bible, for this very reason. If he read it 
and appreciated how not saying the word vagina 
has been oppressive for women, maybe it might 
help? Again, exposure therapy!” 

Follow Dr. Jen Gunter on Twitter @ 
DrJenGunter. The Vagina Bible is on sale now— 
and on the New York Times best-seller list! 
Congrats, Dr. Gunter! 


On the Lovecast: Why are bi women blazing so 
hard? Listen at savagelovecast.com. 


mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA. org 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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DailyAlOAMAORM 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 





VIP Massage 
UlIM Tere MMU [elx-e[e[— 
ai-}Jam- a Or(-lo lala Roleresilola 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 
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Versatile Latina 
Escort Service 
36’yo, 5”7, 38DD, 


8” functional 
oakland, lake merrit 


: *82(510)500-2912 


eos Se ae 


Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 


Deep Tissue Massage 


$60 /Hour ($40/30 Min) 


Full Body Scrub 
$35 


New Oasis Da 
2501 Clement S 


Grand Opening 


The Best Massage in town! | 


ae 


& 
y Spa 


San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 





Best Asian 
Massage in 


Oakland! 


Beautiful Young Staff 






Ma Health Spa 
(510) 419-3909 
Open 9-10:30 7 days 


324 10th Street #309 
Oakland, CA 


NEWS ¢ FOOD & DRINK * ART & CULTURE * MUSIC © NIGHT LIFE * EVENTS 
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Administrative Assistant 
Wanted: FT or PT position 
open at a busy print shop in 
San Francisco. Duties _ in- 
clude data input, filing, print- 
ing job tickets and all other 
office tasks that are needed. 
Hours are flexible for the 
right candidate. Some com- 
puter skills helpful, but can 
be trained. Please email re- 
sume to 


davidc @sfmediaco.com 


Alameda — Velodyne LiDAR 
seeks a Sr. Computer Vision 
Software Engineer to work 
on perception, mapping, 
path control & control 
stacks. MS deg in electron- 
ics or electrical engg or for- 
eign equiv + 1 y exp + ex- 
pertise in computer vision, 
especially 3D SLAM, came- 
ra calibration, Camera pose 
estimation, highly — proficient 
in C++, solid programming 
exp in Linux OS families & 
excellent comm & teamwork 
skills. Resumes to HR, 
Job#0612, 5521 Hellyer 
Ave, San Jose, CA 95138 





Livongo Health, Inc. seeks a 
Data Scientist in San Fran- 
cisco, CA to work alongside 
the design and product team 
to create a world class mo- 
bile experience. Requires 
Bachelors in Information 
Technology, Computer Sci- 
ence, Engineering, or relat- 
ed with mathematics founda- 
tion plus 4. years of 
experience In the job of- 
fered, Senior Android Devel- 
oper, or related data analyt- 
ics role. Must have: 
experience with R_ program- 
ming; Probability and mathe- 
matical statistics; SQL; and 
Neural Networks and Deep 
Learning. Apply at 
livongo.com. 





Public Relations Specialist. 
Req'd: BA’s in Liberal Arts, 
Public Rel., Poli. Sci., or re- 
lated. Mail Resume: KORYO 
SUSHI, INC. 4890 Tele- 
graph Ave. STE G, Oakland, 
CA 94609 





San Francisco Media Co., is 
looking for motivated, ener- 
getic and outgoing individu- 
als to join our Street 
Team/Promotions — program. 
This is a part-time, paid, en- 
try level position 


As a_ Street Team/Promo 
Representative, you will 
learn from other members 
who will act as San Francis- 
co Examiner, SF Weekly 
and other brand ambassa- 
dors at on-site promotions. 
On-site tasks you will learn 
include: assisting with 
events, set-up/tear-down of 
equipment, distributing pro- 
motional material, product 
sampling, interface with cli- 
ents, readers and the gener- 
al public. Duties within the 
Promotions Department will 
include, but are not limited 
to, assisting with event prep- 
aration (packing event mate- 
rials and loading car), and 
other general office duties 
as needed. 


The ideal candidate will be a 
team player who possesses 
excellent social skills, com- 
munications — skills, and is 
outgoing, responsible, and 
capable of multitasking. 


Street Team/Promo mem- 
bers must demonstrate a 
positive attitude, be reliable, 
cheerful and cooperative at 
all times in order to maintain 
a productive work environ- 
ment. 


Great media and marketing 
experience! 


Other requirements: 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a_ flexible 
schedule and be available; 
on-call as needed week- 
days/evenings/weekends 

- Maintain a professional ap- 
pearance 


To apply, please email your 
resume with a cover letter: 


coordinators @ 
sfmediaco.com 





PRODUCT MANAGER: 
work location: San Francis- 
co, CA. Mail resume to Fran- 
cesca Martinez, Thrive Glo- 
bal Holdings, Inc., 599 
Broadway, 6th FIl., New 
York, NY 10012. 





LEGAL SERVICES 











ANNOUNCEMENTS 











Denied Social Security 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and de- 
nied, our attorneys can help 
get you approsffrved! No 
money out of pocket! 855- 
972-3770 





Social Security Disability (le- 
gal) CPL: $12 per 1 second 
call post IVR. HOURS: 24/7 
RESTRICTED STATES: 
NONE SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! WIN 
or Pay Nothing! Call 999- 
999-9999 to start your appli- 
cation today! 





HEALTHCARE 
PRODUCTS 











Attention: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a 
Portable Oxygen Concentra- 
tor! No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Low- 
est Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 855- 
757-3454 


Attention Viagra users: Ge- 
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + 
S/H. Guaranteed, no pre- 
scription necessary. Call 
844-374-3260 





COMPUTER 
INTERNET SERVICES 











COMPUTER ISSUES? 
PREE DIAGNOSIS by 
GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Re- 
moval, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, 
In-home repair/On-line solu- 
tions . $20 OFF ANY SER- 
VICE! 866-654-1557 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 











A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR RE- 
SPONSE! Help Children in 
Need, Support Breast Can- 
cer Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 
866-642-3022 





LUNG CANCER 

CPL: $22 per 1 second or 
more post IVR HOURS: 24/7 
RESTRICTED STATES: 
NONE Lung Cancer? And 
Age 60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To 
Significant Cash Award. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. For Information Call 
888-888-8888 


MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen » Bath « Additions 
Decks « Stairs * Siding 
Plastering * Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


419,130-1018 


Lic #861780 Insured/Bonded 





Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 


Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 





ALTERATION/ 
FENCES/STAIRS 
DECKS 
HOUSEHOLD REPAIR 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 
415.7170000 


GARAGE SALES 


SAN FRANCISCO 





Multi-Family Garage Sale ~ 
Sat. 10/5 thru Sun. 10/6, 
from 9 AM to 5 PM. Near the 
Corner of 47th Ave. & Kirk- 
ham St. (Outer Sunset Dis- 
trict - 2 blocks from beach) 
Items include: Nick-Nacks, 
Furniture, Antiques, House- 
hold & Kitchen Items, Kids 
Stuff, Camping, Tools and 
much more. Call for more 
details: 415-665-9882 


INDEPENDENT 
HAULERS 


$40 & UP HAUL 
Since 1988 


Lic/Insured 
Free Estimates 
A+ BBB Rating 


(650) 341-7482 





CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, 
garage, yard, dem, lite mv 
Lic #29572 650-583-6700 


HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 


concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 





Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 
Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 


80,5, PAINTING 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext. Painting 
¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


www.sospainting.com 





Lic.#526818 


MARTIN DIAZ 


PAINTING 


INTERIOR @& 


EXTERIOR 


REASONABLE 


a 
(415) 571-5722 


PRICES 








INTRODUCTIONS 











* FREE Partyline 24/7** 
“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily” 
415-691-3100, 925-953- 
1001 or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 


Free Estimate 
Lic # 860945 
CALL 415-640-7536 





ROOFING INC. 


COMMERICAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 
Best Price « Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc e Free Este Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


REACH MORE 
READERS 


Call 415-359-2600 
or visit SFWeekly.com 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY 
Adult Classifieds. 
Call: 415-359-2600 
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FLEET WEEK 


ALL ACCESS WRISTBAND TO CLUBS BELOW® 


4 CLUBS 4 ONLY $40 
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FREE FOR ALL ACTIVE MILITARY & VETERANS WITH ID 
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TICKETS & TE: (OS 
FIGHT pies AT MIDNIGHT 


Gold Club 


GOLDCLUBSF.COM 


VIP TABLE & BOOTH 
RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE 


San Francisco's Original Gentioman's Club Since 1964 


CONDORSF.COM 
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